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Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the 
bill to admit certain articles of the growth and pro- | 
duction of Canada into the United States, free of | 
duty, on the condition that the like articles of the | 
growth and production of the United States be ad- || 
mitted into Canada, free of duty. 

Mr. McLANE said, he was further instructed | 
to ask that the correspondence be read, that the | 
| 
! 


RECIPROCITY. | 
| 
| 
1 


House might exercise its pleasure and judgment in 
regard to putting the bill on its passage now, or 
sending it to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. The Committee on Commerce 
had no disposition whatever to consume the time of 
the House with the discussion of this subject now; 
but, inasmuch as their table had been loaded with 
memorials asking for the free navigation of the St. | 
Lawrence, and inasmuch as the correspondence |, 
informed our Government that the free navigation || 
of the St. Lawrence should at once be conceded 
upon the passage of that bill, and as this was the 


St. Lawrence was valuable, the committee had felt 
it to be their duty to ask that the correspondence || 
be read, and that the bill be at once put upon its 
passage—being the identical bill which had passed 
this House last session. 

Mr. RUMSEY said, he apprehended that the 
House would not be prepared to vote upon that 
bill after hearing the correspondence read. He | 
was not ready to vote upon it; he therefore moved 
its reference to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 


Mr. McLANE asked whether or not the motion 





to put the bill on its passage did not entitle the bill 
and correspondence to be read? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right 
to call for the reading of the bill, and if the point 
of order is made against the reading of the corre- | 
spondence the gentleman from Maryland can have 
it read as a part of his remarks. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. McLANE. I beg leave to repeat that the | 
Committee on Commerce have no desire whatever | 
to occupy the time of the House by the consider- || 

| 


} 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


ation of this bill now, but inasmuch as by their 
understanding of this correspondence it becomes 
an act of right to act upon this bill, it being the 
bill which had already passed the legislature of 
Canada—the committee did not feel at liberty to 
send this bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, to be acted upon or not as the 
contingencies of the business of the House might 
result. I shall, therefore, exercise the right to ask 
that this correspondence be read as a part of my 
remarks, 


The correspondence was accordingly read, as 
follows: 


' 


| 


(A.) 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wasuineton, March 15, 1850. 


Sin: On the 29th January, 1850, a bill was reported to the 
House of Representatives, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, “to admit cer‘ain articles of the growth or produc- 
‘ton of Canada into the United States free of duty, upon 
the condition that the like articles of the growth or pro- 
‘duction of the United States are admitted into Canada || 

free of duty.” This bill has been recommitted to the i 
Committee on Commerce, with a view to provide therein 
for the free navigation of the river St. Lawrence, and to | 
assimilate the same to the bill now pending before the Sen- || 
ate, of the like character, The committee are not disposed, 
however, to introduce into the bill any condition whatever 
in regard to the free navigation of the river, if it can be re 
— by the treaty power of the Government; and they are 
ed to believe that itis in your power to obtain a full and 
Satisfactory assurance to this effect, at thistime. With this 
view, [ am instructed by the committee to make known to 
you their impressions. If it is in your power to communi- 
prey the committee assurances satisfactory to you, that 
wt fee navigation of the St. Lawrence would be tendered 
= - citizens of the United State:, upon terms satisfactory 
- Government of the United States, upon the passage 
. e bill in question, (& copy of which is herewith en- 
s on the committee would feel it more expedient to | 
petra the passage of the bill, in its present shape, 

er than to connect with it any condition whatever. 





| 
| 
| 


1 have the honor to be, with high respect, your obedient | 
ROBERT M. McLANE, 
Committee 


servant, 


= on Commerce. 
‘© the Hon. Jonn M. Crayton, &c., &e., &e. 
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TUESDAY, MAY 21, 1850. 
(B.) 
DepaRTMENT or State, 
‘ Wasutneron, fpril 1, 1850. 
Scr: | herewith transmit, for the information of the Com- 


mittee on Commerce of the House of Representatives, a || 


HN, C. RIVES.—TE 


1} : ; 
|| nity to renew to you the assurance of my highest consider- 


copy of the correspondence with the British Minister, the | 


Right Hon. Sir Henry Lytton Bulwer, relative to the navi 
gation of the St. Lawrence, which contains the information 
asked for in your letter of the 15th ultimo. 

During the fast summer, Her Majesty’s chargé d’Affaires, 
John F. Crampton, Esq., in connection with Sir Hamilton 


Merritt, as agent for Lord Elgin, proposed negotiations with | 


this department, relative to the bill referred to in your letter, 
offering the reciprocal exchange of natural products be- 


tween this country and the Canadas, free of duty. It was | 


now stated in the note of Sir Henry Lytton Bulwer. The 


| apparent, then, that the free navigation of the St. Lawrence | 
| and the Welland canal would be offered us, on the terms 


President declined to make a treaty on the subject of duties | 


on imports, which would exclude the House of Representa- 
tives from a decision on that subject. [t was considered to be 
the peculiar province of Congress to decide upon the ex- 
pediency of repealing or increasing duties. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN M, CLAYTON, 
Hon. Ronert M. McLane, 
Chairman of the Committee on Commerce, 
House of Representatives United States, 


(C.) 
DEPARTMENT oF Strate, 


Wasainoton, Murch 26, 1850. 
Sir: I have received from the honorable Ronerr M. 


| McLane, Chairman of the Committee on Commerce of the 


House of Representatives of the United States, a communi- 
cation, (a copy of which accompanies this note,) relating 
to a subject upon which we have heretofore conversed, and 


| in reference to which there waa much conversation be- 
| tween Mr. Crampton and myself during the lastsummer. I | 
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| ation. H L. BUL WER. 
Honorable J. M. Cuavron, &e., &c., Ke, 


Mr. McLANE. I hope I am entirely under- 
stood by the House, when I say again that I have 
no disposition whatever to occupy its time, or pre- 
| sent this measure in advance of the other measures 
| reported from the Committee on Commerce, or 
other committees of this House. I simply desire, 
on behalf of the committee and in obedience to 
their instructions, to state to the House why it 
was that they felt themselves bound to recommend 
the immediate passage of the bill, The reason is, 
that the bill reported is the bill which has already 
passed the Canada Legisiature and is a aw there, 
1s the bill which has once passed this House, and 
we understand, the Secretary of State and the 
British Minister understand, that upon the pas- 
sage of that law he (the British Minister) is under 
obligation at once, that he now has instructions, 


'| now has the power to grant the free navigation of 


refer to the navigation of the river St. Lawrence. To en- | 
able me properly to answer the inquiry of the Committee 


on Commerce, I respectfully request you to address to me 
an official note on the subject referred to by them, a copy 
of which may be communicated to their chairman. 
Accept, sir, the renewed assurance of my most dis- 
tinguished consideration. JOHN M. CLAYTON, 
Rt. Hon. Sir H. L. Butwer, &c., &c., Ke. 


Britisn Lecarion, March 27, 1850. 


Sir: I have received the favor of your communication of || 
i! 


yesterday’s date, inclosing me one to yourself from the chair- 
man of the Committee on. Commeree of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, respecting the navigation of the River St. 


Lawrence, and the feeling which Her Majesty’s Govern- order that the time of the House may not be con- 


ment might entertain towards granting to the shipping and 
citizens of the United States the free transit on that river, 
in the event of the Canada reciprocity bill, now before Con- 
gress, being passed by the American Legislature, and the 


general commercial relations between the United States | 


and the Canadas being thus placed on a footing more satis- 
actory to both parties. 

I feel myself authorized to state in reply to you, that Her 
Majesty’s Government, entertaining a cordial desire wo pro- 
mote a good understanding with this country, and to facili- 


} 
| 


tate every measure which can tend to establish the most | 


amicable intercourse betwern it and the various portions 
of Her Majesty’s empire, takes a sincere interest in the sue- 
cess of that measure which has already been conditionally 
approved of by the Legislature of the Canadas; and which, 
I may respectfully remark, seems to me the natural conse- 
quence of those measures by which the markets of Great 
Britain have already been opened to the agricultural pro- 
duce of this country. The desire thus described would, as 
you may imagine, be still further increased on finding that 


it was responded to here; whilst the course which the || 


Committee on Commerce has suggested, and which you 
have complied with, by addressing yourself to Her Majes- 
ty’s representative on a subject which cannot but be one 
of imperial as well of colonial interest, will also, I feel 
certain, be comsidered as a proof of that friendly spirit 
towards the Government of Engiand which exists through- 
out Her Majesty’s dominions towards the people and Gov- 
ernment of this country. 

I feel no hesitation, therefore, in stating, that the instruc- 


tions with which I came to the United States warrant me, | 
under such circumstances, in assuring you, that should a bill || 


corresponding to that which has received the sanction of 
the Legislature in Canada, be passed by the Legislature of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the St. Lawrence to our citizens and our ship- 
ping. 

But I am very well aware that there is a great 
diversity of opinion as to the propriety of passing 
this law atall. I do not propose to go into that 
subject. There is a gentleman on the Committee 
on Commerce who is entirely opposed to the pas- 
sage of this bill—the honorable gentleman before 
me, [Mr. Sretrson,] who was not even advised, 
| as he informs me, that the bill was to be put upon 
its passage. | understand it to be the gentleman's 
intention to move its reference to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. In view of 
that opposition I do not feel called upen, or at 
liberty to enter into a debate at all. 1 will, there- 
fore, anticipating the motion of my colleague on 
the Committee on Commerce, move that the bill 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. That motion has already 
been made by the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Rumsey.] 

Mr. McLANE. Then, as a matter of duty, in 


sumed upon this preliminary question, I ask the 
previous question on the reference. 

Messrs. HARRIS, of Illinois, PECK, and 
others, demanded the yeas and nays, 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. Lam asked by 
several gentlemen to withdraw the demand for the 
| previous question. I hope the House will re- 
member that I have not said a single word upon 
the merits of the bill. I cannot withdraw the 
motion, Asa matter of duty I must insist on the 


|| demand for the previous question. 


There was great confusion in the hall. 

TheSPEAKER said that no question would be 
put to the House until order had been restored. 
| Gentlemen would suspend conversation. 

After a few moments, order having been re- 
stored — 
| Mr. McCLERNAND inquired of the Speaker 
| whether the previous question was pending. 
| TheSPEAKER. 
_ question is pending? 
| Mr. CONRAD was understood to inquire of the 
| chairman of the Committee on Commerce, [Mr. 
McLane,] whether it was intended to press the 
bill to a final action at this time? 

Mr. McLANE. On the contrary, the question 


he demand for the previous 


the United States, and receive the sanc ion of the President || is that the bill be referred to the Committee of the 


of the United States, Her Majesty’s Government will be 


ready to respond to any application which the United States || 
Government may then address to it on the subject concern- || 


ing which you have now applied to me, by at once consent- 
ing to open the navigation of the River St. Lawrence, and 
of the canals thereto adjoining (and which would be duly 
specified) to the shipping and citizens of the United States. 

I need not observe to you that Her Majesty’s Government 
would of course in such case reserve to itself the full right 
of withdrawing the aforesaid concession upon giving due 
notice of such intention whenever it might deem proper so 
to do, as in fact the Government and Legislature of the 
United States can likewise alter, whenever it may so deem 
proper, whatever regulations or laws they may now sanc- 
tion. 

It gives me great pleasure to have it thus in my power to 
satisiy yourself and the committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives with respect to the question contained in your 
note and its inclosure, and I avail myself of this opportu- 





|| 


Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HILLIARD rose to put an inquiry to the 
| Chair. If the Housé should now resolve itself 
| into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, would not this bill (Mr. H. inquired) come 
| up as the first business in order to-morrow morn- 

ing? And, if itshould be sentto the Committee of 

the Whole on the state of the Union without hav- 
| ing been made a special order, would there not 
| probably be much delay in acting upon it? 
| TheSPEAKER said, the Chair could not know 
| what disposition the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union would make of its business, 
| nor in what time it would dispose of it. The 
Speaker was understood to add, however, in view 


~~ 
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of the business which the committee had now be- | The question was taken, and decided in the Mr. JONES. 1 understand this bill is : 


fore it, that delay would most probably take p ace. || affirmative, without a division. 


Mr. HILLIARD. 
may come up in the morning, | move that the 
House resolve itse!f into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PRESTON KING, inquired of the Speak- 
er, whether the report would not as a matter of 
course be printed ? 


printed without an order to that effect. = Zh 
Mr. KING hoped, he said, that the printing 
woud he ordered. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I object to any 


Then, in order that the bill | 


} 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 


|| the morning hour has now expired. I} 


| 


}} 
The SPEAKER said the report would not be | 


order or motion, until the demand for the previous | 


question has heen disposed of. 
The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 


demand for the previous question. 


Mr BURT inquired of the Speaker whether the | 


morning hour had expired ? 


The SPEAKER. Not yet—some minutes re- | 


main. 

Mr. BURT. 
Speaker’s table will be disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. All remarks aré out of order, 


I hope that the business on the | 


vending a motion to go into Committee of the | 


hole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. Hiriarp, and decided in the negative—ayes | 


60, noex 62. 


So the House refused to go into Committee of | 


the Whole on the state of the Union. 


The question then recurring on the demand for 


the previous question, : 
Mr. BURT inquired if the morning hour had 
expired ? 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour has not | 


expired. 
Mr. BURT. When will it expire? 
The SPEAKER. 


time, 


In seven minutes from this 


Mr. DUER inquired of the Speaker, whether it 


would be in order to move to make this bill a 
special order? 
The SPEAKER. 


mous consent. 


It will be in order by unani- 


Is there a second (the Speaker added) to the } 


demand for the previous question? 


Mr. JONES moved that the bill be laid upon the | 


table. 


Mr. J. said he would merely remark that he | 


could see no necessity at all for the bill. 


The question was taken, and decided in the | 


negative. 
So the House decided that the bill should not 
be laid upon the table. 
The question recurred on the demand for the 
revious question, 


Mr. DUER, (to the Speaker.) 


If the demand | 


for the previous question should not be seconded, | 


will it then be in order to move that the bill be 
made a special order? 

The SPEAKER. The motion will not, under 
any circumstances, whether the previous question 
is voted down or not, be in orderexcept by unani- 


mous consent, or under a motion to suspend the 


rules when that motion shall be in order. 

Mr, DUER. 
pone the further consideration of the subject to a 
day certain? 


May a mouon be made to post- | 


|| be laid upon the table. 
The question was then taken on the motion of || 


So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 


Mr. BURT, (to the Speaker.) I believe that | 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour has ex- | 


pired. 


Mr. BURT. I move that the House proceed | 


to the consideration of the business on the Speak- | 


er’s table. 

Mr. RUMSEY. I rise to a privileged question. 
I move a reconsideration of the vote by which the 
bill just acted upon has been referred to the Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; | 


and I move that that motion be laid on the table. | 


The SPEAKER. The motion cannot now be 
considered, because the motion of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Burt,] that the House 
proceed to the consideration of business on the | 
Speaker’s table has the precedence. But the mo- | 
tion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Rum- | 
sey] will be entered on the Journal. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I have only to | 
say that | hope the motion to reconsider will not | 


The SPEAKER. The motion cannot be enter- | 
tained at this lime, nor are any remarks upon it | 
in order. It will, however, be entered on the 
Journal. The gentleman from South Carolina | 
[Mr. Buxr] moves that the House proceed to the | 
consideration of business on the Speaker’s table. | 

Mr. McMULLEN inquired of the Speaker 


whether it would be in order to move that that | 


motion be laid on the table? 1} 


The SPEAKER said the motion was not in | 
order. 

Mr. DUER moved that the House resolve itself | 
into Committee of the Whole on the-state of the 
Union. ; 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman | 


| from South Carolina [Mr. Burt] has precedence | 


over the motion to go into Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CONGER. I rise to a question of order. 
I understand my colleague [Mr. Rumsey] to have 
moved that the vote by which the bill has been 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the || 


state of the Union, be reconsidered. Immediately 
upon that motion, another was made that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 1 ask 
why the motion is not in order? 

The SPEAKER, 
the motion cannot now be considered. By the | 
rules of the House it is expressly provided that, 
after the expiration of the morning hour, it shall 
always be in order to proceed to the business upon 
the Speaker’s table. That motion was made by | 


the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Burts] || 


it is now in order, although a motion to reconsider | 
is pending at this time and has precedence over it. | 
Mr. CONGER. The motion to reconsider was 
made subsequent to that submitted by the gentle- | 
man from South Carolina. 
The SPEAKER. Exactly. Hence it is that | 
the Chair decided that the motion could only be | 
entered upon the Journal, not considered, at this | 


i} time. | 


The SPEAKER. Such a motion may be made. | 
The question on seconding the demand for the | 
previous question was then taken, and decided in | 


the affirmative, without a division, 
So there was a second. 


And the main question was ordered to be now | 


taken. Which main question was, first, on refer- 


ring the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union, and on ordering the bill and 
the accompanying report to be printed. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, (to the Speaker.) the business upon the Speaker’s table. 


Has the morning hour expired ? 


The SPEAKER, There is yet one minute of H 


the hour remaining. 


Mr. McLANE. If I could have the attention || had now proceeded to the consideration of busi- | 


of gentlemen for a single moment, I would state || 


that my only anxiety is to carry out, under the 
rule, the will of the House. 


are in order at this time. ; 
The main question (continued the Speaker) is, 


the bill aud accompanying report to be printed. 


‘| low the Senate bill on the subject to which he had 
| referred this morning, to be put on its first and 
The SPEAKER, (interposing.) No remarks | ° 
|| Military Affairs. 
| already stated, would hold a meeting to-morrow | 
first, on referring the bill to the Committee of the |, 
Whole on the state of the Union, and on ordering 1 


| without a division. ; 3 i] 
So the House proceeded to the consideration of | 


Mr. CONGER. Then I submit that the motion 


to reconsider is not in order at this time. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in error. 


| It has been the invariable practice of the House to | 
entertain such motions under these circumstances. || 


They may be called up at the proper time, al- 

though not in order when they are submitted. 
The questiqn was then taken on the motion of 

Mr. Burt, and was decided in the affirmative, 


| 
| 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. BURT said, he hoped that as the House || 


ness on the Speaker's table, the House would al- 


second reading, and referred to the Committee on 
That committee, as he had | 


morning. It was a matter of great importance 
that this bill should be presented for the action of | 
the House at the earliest practicable moment. 


1 
1} 
| 


{| Caruter, Clingman, 


May 16, | 


—————— ne 


, to in- 
| Crease the army. Iam opposed to it. 1 wish that 


| the bill should come up in the regular order of 
| Whole on the state of the Union, and, with the || 


‘accompanying report, was ordered to be printed. | 


the business on the Speaker’s table. 

' Mr. BURT hoped, he said, that the "House 
would see the necessity and propriety of takino 

up this bill. : 
Objection being made and persisted in, the bil} 

was not now taker. up. 


THE TARIFF AND COASTWISE TRADR, 


The first in the order of business on the Speaker’s 
| table, was the message of the President of the 
United States, (under discussion at the time of 


} 
\ 
} 


} 
| 


i adjournment yesterday,) transmitting the corre. 


spondence between the British Minister and the 
Secretary of State of the United States, in relation 
| to the coastwise trade and duties on British goods, 
When the House adjourned last evening, the 

| state of the question was as follows : 
| ‘The original motion was to refer the correspond. 
| ence to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. The 
'gentleman from New York [Mr. Brooks} had 
| moved, as an amendmentto that motion, to refer so 
much of the correspondence as related to the coast- 
ing trade, to the Committee on Commerce, and so 


|| much as related to the increase of duties on British 


iron, &, to the Committee on Manufactures; 
and the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Barty) 
had moved to amend the proposed amendment, so 
as to refer so much of the correspondence as rela- 
ted to the duty on iron, &c., tv the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

The pending question now was on the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia. 

On this motion the yeas and nays had hereto- 
fore been ordered, and having been now taken, re- 
| sulted—yeas 89, nays 83, as follows : 


| WYEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly 
Beaie, Binginam, Bissell, Bocoek, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Albert G. Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwet} 
| Cartter, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Lolcock, Dinunick, 
Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Featherston, Fitch, Puller, 
| Gerr,, Green, Hall. Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Ixham G. 
Harrs, Sampson W. Harns, Thomas L. Harris, Hinbard, 
Hilliard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Jos, 
W. Jacksen, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufinan, 
Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Maso, MeCler- 
| nand, McDonald, Robert M. Mc Lane, McMullen, McQueen, 
MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Mortow, 
| Olds, Orr, Peaslee, Phelps Potter, Ross, Sawtelle, Seddon, 
Frederick P. Stanton, R chard H. Stanton, Alexander 1. 
| Stephens, Sweetser, Thom s, Jacob Thompson, William 
Thompson, Tooinbs, Venable, Waldo, Wallace, Wentworth, 
| Whittlesey, Waldrick, and Woodward—s9. 
|  NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Baker, Bennett, 


. 3 || Booth, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B Butler, 
The Chair will state why || 


Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Ca-ey, Chandler, 
Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Duer, 
| Dunean, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Gilmore, Gou. Gould, Grin- 
| nell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Howe, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G, 
King, James G. King, Join A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, 
| Job Mann, Marshall, Mattesow, McGaughey, MeKissock, 
McLanahan, Meacham, Moore, Nel-on, Newell, Ogle, Otis, 
Peck, Pheenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Robbins, Rose, Rumsey, Saekett, Schenek, Schoviciatt 
Shepperd, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Strong, Tay tor, John 
B. Thompson, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat 
kins, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—é3. 


So the amendment of Mr. Bayty to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Brooks, was agreed to. And so 


! 


|| much of the correspondence as relates to the duty 


_on iron, &c., was referred to the Committee of 

| Ways and Means. 

| The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
amendment of Mr. Brooks, as thus amended. 

| Mr. BROOKS said, there were two letters 

| from the British Minister, one dated January Ist. 

| This was the one which he (Mr. B.) had moved 

'to refer to the Committee on Commerce. The 

| other was dated January 3d. This he had moved 
to refer to the Committee on Mauufactures. 

| Mr.MOORE, (tothe Speaker.) Is any further 


|| amendment in order? 


The SPEAKER. It is not. The House is act- 
| ing under the operation of the previous question. 
The question was taken and decided in the af- 
| firmmative, ayes 79, noes 71. 
| Soa part of the correspondence was referred to 
| the Committee on Commerce, and a part to the 
| Committee of Ways and Means. ~ 

Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote just 

taken, and to lay that motion on the table. 

| Mr. CASEY demanded the yeas and nays. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
| taken, resulted, yeas 88, nays 80; as follows: 
|  YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Ashe, Averett, Rayly, 


| Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Boeock, towlin, Boyd, Alvert G. 
Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, 
W. B W. Cobb, Coleock, Dimmick, 











Guida Dunham, Darkee, Featherston, Pitch, Puller, Gerry, | sideration of business on the Speaker’s table, I 
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' F tablishing the mint, and regulating the value of the 
; Gorman, Hall, et et cacaene deme! | move that the House resolve itself into Committee |! coin of the United States,’ came up in order. 
Sampson ve eee anieeid Hiubbard, Inge, Joseph W. '| of the Whole on the state of the Union for the fur- || Mr. PHOENIX expressed the hope that the bill 
Hone ndrowt Johnson, Jones. Julian, Kaufman, Pres- || ther consideration cf the California message. The || would be put upon its passage. 
ton King, La Sere, Leffler, Littlefield, Jov Mann, Mason, | 


| 
| : . o ° | : * 
| time for the termination of the debate is fixed | Mr. BAYLY ‘ 
MeClernand, McDonald, MeLanahan, Robert M. McLane, i ize | expressed a similar hope 


MeMullen, MeQueen, Meade. Miller, Millson, Morris, 
Me! ; 


MeMulleGids, Orr, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Mr. BURT. Are all the bills on the Speaker’s | 


|| ate will be reported to the House. 


table referred ? 


Ross, Sawtelle, Seddon, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H 
St-phens, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Willian 
‘thompson, ‘Toombs, Venable, Waldo, Wallace, Went- 
worth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, and Woodward—88. | 




















|| The amendment was read. 't was, in effect, to 
The SPEAKER replied that they were not. } empower the President of the United States, when 
Mr. BURT said, he hoped the House would || the state of the Treasury admitied of it, to direct 


by. a majority of the House. / The SPEAKER. The amendment of the Sen- 











; NAYS—Mesers. Alexander, Anderson, Baker, Bennett, || not go into committee until they were all disposed || a transfer to be made of such sum or sums of 
2 Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, || of by appropriate reference. 1} money as might be necessary, to pay to depositors 
f E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph P Caldwell, Calvin, Camp- r. THOMPSON said he was willing that the || the value of the bullion deposited by them for 

pelt, Casey, Chandter, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, || bits should be referred: but the whole d s || coinage 
2 Crowell, Deberry, Duer, Dancan, Nathan Evans, Fowler, | : u referred; but the Oe Cay was || Colmage ; : 
, Gentry, Gott, Gould, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, || likely to be occupied in the matter, and the bill || Theamendmentof the Senate having been read— 
) Hebard, Henry, Howe, Hunter, James L. Johnson, a i which the gentleman from South Carolina desired || Mr. BAYLY said he presumed that the neces- 
Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. |) to be referred might not be reached. || sity for the passage of this bill was understood by 
; King, Levin, Horace Mann, Mar-hall,Matteson,MeGaughey, || TI : k . c it f th b f the H se ake oo 
8 MeKissoek, Meacham, Moore, Moorehead, Nelson, Newell, | 1é question was taken on going into Commit- most of the members of the House. out that its 
Ouvle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnain, Reed, Rev- } tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and || object might not be misunderstood by any, he - 
i nolds, Ri-lev, Robbins, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schoolcraft, | rejected. || would state that the quantity of gold going into 
P Shepperd, Silvester, pee og te a oe The SPEAKER also laid before the House two || the mint was such, that it was impossible for the 
Thampson, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, | ee . reer 
! Williams, and Winthrop—80. || communications from the War Department, trans- || coinage to keep pace with the bullion deposited. 
> So the motion to reconsider was laid on the ta- l mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the | The bill authorized the E resident of the United 
- ble and the reference stands. | House of the 6th instant, a copy of the instrue- | States, so long as there were funds in the Treasury 
D Mr. RUMSEY withdrew the motion he had || 2 —— Department to John Monroe, brevet- — or Sa seevenens Speer, to 
h previously made to reconsider the vote by which \| . age ne United oe nes rae the |) Sa vancet to ¢ ment» ae An ee the 
5 the bill reported from the Committee on Commerce | pe ae a _ at t Oo dees, of New ! oes te cou Co ° 3 list the arrangement 
relative to reciprocal duties was referred to the | ees the order issued by said Monroe on the || ie be atten : = 1 ba rere 9% to 
. Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 12th of March last, at Santa Fe, and his report to || the depositors of gold. © comsenves Wet Snes 
at || the department in regard to hisaction; which com- || could be no objection to the bill, and hoped that 
f RECIPROCITY. || munications were ordered to lieon the table, and || the House would sustain him in his demand for 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- || be printed. | the previous question. 
- save from the President of the United States; i} Also, a communication from the War Depart- i There was a second. The main question (on 
which was read as follows: I ment, transmitting a report and map recently re- | concurring in the amendment of the Senate) was 
a To the House of Representatives of the United States: i ceived by the Colonel of Topographical Engineers, } ordered, and being taken, the amendment was 
be I herewith transmit to the House of Representa- | of the reconnoissance made by Lieutenant Mich- | concurred in. ait 
tives, copies of a correspondence between the De- ] er, of that corps, of the country between the Red So the bill was finally passed. 
's partment of State and the British Legation in this || "ver and the Rio Pecos; which was ordered to lie |) THE CENSUS BILL. 
? city, relative to the reciprocal admission of the i on the table, and be printed. || The bill to provide for the taking of the seventh 
" natural products of the United States and Canada, || Also, a communication from the Treasury De- || census of the United States came up. 
ry free of duty, into the territories of both countries. ee in compliance.with a reso- |! ‘This bill had been returned from the Senate, 
L It will be seen by the accompanying documents || lution of the House of Representatives of July 10, || with sundry amendments made by that body to 
. that the late Secretary of the Treasury recom- || 1832, a report of the condition of the banks of the ct ean ae sie Bee 
2, mended, in his correspondence with the Committee || United States, on the Ist of January, 1850. Mr. MEADE moved that the bill and amend- 
r- on Commerce in the House of Representatives, Mr. SACKETT moved that the communication || ments be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
My reciprocal free trade in the natural products of the | be laid upon the table and printed. a | ciary. 
n. United States and Canada; that in March and | Mr. SACKETT also moved the printing of || Ordered accordingly. 
1, June, 1849, a correspondence was opened between | 5,000 extra copies.” ‘ l| UNITED STATES COURTS. 
P the British Chargé d’Affaires then residing in || Mr. CONGER desired to be informed by the | Senate bill entitled an act to provide for holding 
Washington and the Secretary of State, upon the } Speaker, whether this comenanication bed been || the courts of the United States in case of the sick- 
It, subject of a commercial convention or treaty, to || Sent In under a provision of law, or in answer to a || ness or other disability of the judges of the dia- 
9 carry out the views of her Majesty’s Government | Call of the House for information ? | trict courts, coming up in order was read a first 
“s in relation thereto, and that the proposition for || the SPEAKER wes eaderstond to nay, thet | and second time by its title with a view to its refer- 
2 such a convention or treaty was declined on the ] the communication had been transmitted in com- | enue 
¥, part of the American Government, for reasons | pliance with a resolution of the House of the 10th | Mr. BROOKS hoped, he said, there would be 
. which are fully set forth in the note of the Secre- || July, 1832. Under that resolution, communica- | no objection to putting his bill on its passage. 

ny ¢ tions of this character had been annually made. ; . 

k tary of State to Mr. Crampton, of the 26th of June | | The bill provides (Mr. B. continued) that in case 

., last. During the negotiations connected with this || _ Mr. CONGER suggested to his colleague, (Mr. | of sickness or other disability of any district 

vy correspondence, not considering the markets of | SackeTr,] to move the printing of 10,000 extra | judge of any judical district of the United States 

. Canada as an equivalent for those of the United || eae? a . r | which shall prevent him from holding any stated 

. States, | directed the Secretary of State to inquire | af SACKETT designated 5,000. term, it shall be lawful for the circuit judge to 

what other benefits of trade and commerce would The communication was then laid on the ta- | = > ™ 
; 4 toa ae te ; : | designate the judge of any other judicial district 
1. be yielded by the British authorities in connection || ple and-erderem apie primed. || of the United States to do his business. | am 

6 with such a measure; and particularly, whether || And the motien te print an extra number of | anxious for its immediate passage because of the 
y the free navigation of the St. Lawrence would be || copies was cohen se the Comaites-on Printing. state of public business in the city of New York. 

of conceded tous. That subject has accordingly been GEOLOGICAL REPORT. || The district judge there is broken down by hard 

presented to the British Government, and the result || The SPEAKER also laid before the House a |) work. while the judges t Conneattans onl Car 

e was communicated by her Majesty ’s Minister in communication from the Department of the Inte- | oie ahe have no great amount of labor, would 

Washington on the 27th of March last, in reply to } rior, transmitting a communication from the Com- || pe happy to supply his place. In the city of New 

7. a note from the Secretary of State, of the 26th of | missioner of the General Land Office, covering the | york from the close connection of its business 

. that month. From these papers it will be per- | report of Messrs. Foster and Whitney, United | with all parts of the Union, an immense amount 

J ceived that the navigation of the St. Lawrence and | States Geologists, upon the copper lands of Lake |, of judicial business accumulates, in which New 

~ of the canals connecting it with the western lakes, || Superior land district, Michigan. | Orleans, and Mobile, and Charleston may be as 

d will be opened to the citizens of the United States Mr. CROWELL moved that the communica- || much interested as New York. The consequence 

in the event that the bill referrea to in the corre- |! tion be laid upon the table and printed. | is that from severe labor, which has not been 
er spondence, providing for the admission of their The SPEAKER suggested that a more appro- | shunned. the health of Judge Belt has given out. 

natural products, should become alaw. The whole || priate disposition of the communication would be, || | trust. therefore, that there will be no objection to 
te subject is now submitted to the consideration of || to refer it to the Committee on Public Lands. || its immediate passage. 

- Congress; and especially, whether the concession | Mr. CROWELL made that motion. || Mr. JONES. I move that the bill be referred 

f. proposed by Great Britain is an equivalent for the | Mr. CONGER said, this was a document of | to the Committee on the Judiciary. It contains, L 

reciprocity desired by her. - TAYLOR. || great interest—called for in aimost every section | think. a very important provision, extending not 
to Wasuineron, May 7, 1850. | of the country; and as it was one of which extra |) only ieee York, but to all the judges and courts 
he The message having been read, || copies were as much in demand as they were of || of the country. Surely the subject ought to go 

_ Mr. MeCLERNAND remarked, that the sub- || any document that was printed, he wouid move || tg 4 committee, that they may investigate it and 
st ject to which this message referred had been com- that ten thousand extra copies be printed. | report to this House as to the necessity for the 

mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state The communication was referred to the Com- | assag@ of such a bill. 

of the Union, with the reciprocity bill. He moved || mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. ‘| Mr. BROOKS. I certainly cannot insist upon 
ng that the message and accompanying correspond- And the motion to print extra copies was referred ! my motion to put the bill upon its passage at this 

ence receive a similar reference. to the Committee on Public Printing. | time, if the Committee on the Judiciary shall claim 
ly, The motion was agreed to. DEPOSITs IN THE MINT. || the reference. 

“, “ CALIFORNIA. | The bill of the House, which had been returned || Mr. MEADE was understood to say, that he 

k, r. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Believing 


that the whole day will be occupied with the con- | 


from the Senate with an amendment, enlitled **An believed the question embraced in this bill was 
act supplementary to an act entitled an ‘ Act es- 1 before the Commitice on the Judiciary; and he 
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moved that the bill be referred to that committee, | motion to reconsider should be agreed to, he 
|, would then move that the House insist on its 
| amendments. 


and be printed. 
Mr. BROOKS said, he would then content him- 
seif with expressing the hope that the bill, if so 


referred, would receive the immediate attention of | 


the committee. 





Mr. ANDREWS desired to offer an amendment 


to the bill. 


The SPEAKER said, no amendment was now | 


in order. 


| come to order. 


Mr. ANDREWS asked that the amendment | 


which he desired to offer might be read for inform- 
ation. i 

The SPEAKER. It can be done by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. BROOKS said, he must object. 

So the amendment was not read. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 


| is agreed to, will the bill be in the possession of 


Mr. Meape, and decided in the affirmative, with- | 


* out a division. é 
So the bill was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
SENATE BILLS. 
The following bills from the Senate, coming up 
in their order, were severally read a first and sec- 


ond time by their titles, and referred, as indicated 
below, viz: 


'| cided in the affirmative, without a division. 


| amendments of the Senate; and he asked that a 


An act to increase the rank and file of the army, | 


and to encourage enlistments. 
Committee on Military Affairs. — 
An act to authorize the negotiation of treaties 


with the Indian tribes in the Territory of Oregon, | 


for the extinguishment of their claims to land lying 
west of the Cascade Mountains, and for other pur- 
oses. 


fairs, which had had this matter under considera- 
tion, reported a bill, which had been referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Such being the case, he saw no necessity for the 
commitment of this bill to the Indian Committee. 


Referred to the 


He therefore moved its reference to the Committee | 


of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
motion was agreed td. 

An act to enable the President of the United 
States to negotiate with the Indians of the Prairies 
south and west of the Missouri river to the north 
line of the State of ‘Texas, embracing the Indians 
of the mountaing, and including those of northern 
Mexico. 
the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be 
ptinted. 


An act granting the right of way and making a 


The 


On motion by Mr. HALL, referred to | 


grant of land to the States of Illinois, Mississippi, | 


and Alabama, in aid of the construction of a rail- 
road from Chicago to Mobile. On motion by Mr. 


Public Lands and ordered to be printed. 
An act to authorize the Secretary of War to 


cause to be paid to Captain George E. McClellan, | 
his officers and men, composing his eompany of | 


mounted volunteers, full pay for services rendered, 


subsistence and forage furnished in East Florida, | 


in the year 1840. Referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


THE CENSUS. . 


|, I not present. 


Mr. MEADE moved a reconsideration of the | 


vote by which, on his own motion, the bill to pro- | 


vide for taking the seventh census of the United 
States had been referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. M. was understood to say (though quite 
doubtfuily heard) that his object in making this 


|| proper that they should 
|| important bill, and I do not wish that any amend- 
‘ments should be either agreed to or rejected with- 
"out proper consideration. 


motion was, in case it should prevail, to move for | 


the appointment of a committee of conference. It 
was very important that the bill should be acted 
upon without delay. And there was also another 
reason why au committee of conference should be 
appointed. He had looked about him, since ma- 
king his motion to refer the bill to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and had found that the members 


stand what the inquiry of the gentleman from 


/ much conversation in the Hesll. 


| part of the House, to meet a similar committee 
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Mr. SACKETT, (to the Speaker.) Will the | 
motion to reconsider leave the bill before the 
House? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 
New York (Mr. Sackett] is. The House will 
It is impossible for the Chair to 
hear the inquiries of members whilst there is so 
The gentleman 
from New York will state his question. 

Mr. SACKETT. If the motion to reconsider 


the House so as to be put upon its passage ? 

The SPEAKER. If the vote should be recon- 
sidered, the bill will be before the House for its 
action. 

The question, Shall the vote by which the said 
bill was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary be reconsidered? was then taken, and de- 


So the vote was reconsidered. 
Mr. MEADE now moved that the House in- 
sist upon its amendments, and disagree to the 


committee of conference might be appointed on the | 





which might be appointed on behalf of the Senate. 


The SPEAKER put the question, and stated || 


| that the motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HALL said, the Committee on Indian Af- i e 


But a division was called for. 
The SPEAKER. If a division is called for, 
the House must proceed in a more regular man- 


, there were several of the amendments which might 


not be objected to by the House. 


He suggested 
that the House should first act on the amend- 


| ments, and that a committee of conference should 


_ regular order of proceeding. 


_committee, we shall be able to understand what 
the points of difference are. 


| of conference. 
| taken in dissent to all the amendments, that they 


i} 


of that Committee were for the most part absent. | 


He did not believe that a quorum of the Commit- || 


tee was in the city of Washington, or would be 
to-morrow. 


The SPEAKER stated the motion. 


pointment of a committee of conference. 
unanimous consent 
this way. 


But, by 
» the House might proceed in 


Mr. MEADE was understood to say, that if the || to such amendments as it thought proper, and dis- 


| was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
Mr. BOWLIN made an inquiry of the Chair. || has been reconsidered. But the Chair did not 

The SPEAKER stated that it was usual for the || state that the question then recurred on referring 
House to act upon the amendments before the ap- || the bill to that committee. 


| 


aaa ; : _ House, if it pleases, can waive action on the 
McCLERNAND, referred to the Committee on || amendments, and ask for a committee of confer- 


then be appointed on such amendments as might 
not be agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, inquired of the 
Speaker whether the bill was now before the 
House? 

The SPEAKER said it was. 

Mr. HARRIS hoped, he said, that the amend- 
ments would be read. 

The SPEAKER. A division has been called 
for on the motion of the gentleman from Virginia, 
{[Mr. Mreapve.] The amendments must, therefore, 
be read in their regular order. The usual mode isto 
act upon the amendments in the first instance, and 
then to call for a committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes between the two Houses. The 


ence; or, itcan go on and dispose of the amend- 
ments first. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, insisted on the 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I desire 
to make one remark. J think the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Means] is mistaken in supposing 
that a majority of the Committee on the Judiciary 
When I voted on the motion to 
reconsider, I thought there was great force in the 
gentleman’s remarks. I have since learned that 
there are a great many amendments, and it is 
be examined. Itis an 


I hope the bill will go 
to the committee. I do not wish to delay action 
upon it for an hour. But by sending it to the 


The House may, 
perhaps, think proper now to appoint a committee 
If so, | hope that a vote will be 


might be the subject-matter of deliberation before 
the committee of conference. If this is not done, 
[ hope that the House will send the bill to the 
commitee, and let the amendments be examined. 
The SPEAKER. The vote by which the bill 


That is now the 
pending question. 

Mr. SCHENCK thought that the mode which 
had been suggested, that the House should agree 


- 








er. 
Mr. VINTON was understood to suggest, that || 
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agree to such as it might not think pr. 
— would be the best and most Supelition 
mode of proceeding. The bill had already bee 
| under the consideration of the Coinmittee on a 
| Judiciary. That committee had reported the re 
| sult of their labors to the House, and the House 
had acted upon their report. In fact, the Hous 
had actually now before them the report of their 
| own committee, That report embodied numer- 
| ous amendments to the bill sent from the Senate 
| The Senate disagreed to a pumber of these amend. 
ments. Their disagreement had come back to 
this House. Probably, they had disagreed to 
| some amendments which it might be immaterial 
to insist upon, and disagreed to others which the 
| House might think ought to be insisted upon, 
+ Believing this to be the state of facts, and that no 
good could be accomplished by the reference to 
the Committee on the Judiciary a second time, he 
| should vote to sustain the proposition of the een- 
| tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Meape,] and as he 
(Mr. S.) had offered no argument, and had made 
no speech, he would call the previous question, 

But Mr. S. waived the motion at the request of 

Mr. JONES, who (referring to the character of the 
| amendments returned from the Senate) expressed 
| the opinion that a vote should first be taken on 
| concurring or non-concurring in these amend- 
| ments, before the appointment of a committee of 
| conference. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose to correct a misappre- 
hension of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jones,] in regard to the amendments. Mr. 8, 
| then said that he would not demand the previous 
question, but hoped the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Meapve] would do so. 

Mr. MEADE said he would simply state to the 
| House that it was very important that the census 

bill, be passed this week If it were referred to the 
| Committee on the Judiciary, which met to-morrow 
morning, before it could be reported back, the 
Senate would have adjourned to Monday; the 
hill, therefore, would not pass this week. It was 
very essential that it should pass this week, in 
order that the forms required might be printed as 
soon as possible. Forthis reason he hoped that 
his motion would be sustained, and that the bilt 
would not be referred to the Committee on the 
| Judiciary. He moved the previous question. 
The demand for the previous question was 





| seconded, and the main question was ordered, be- 


| ing first on referring the amendments to the Com- 


| mittee on the Judiciary. 
The question was taken, and the House refused 


| to refer the amendments. 


Tha question now recurred on agreeing to the 


; amendments of the Senate. 


On motion by Mr. MEADE, the House insisted 
upon its amendment to strike from the first section 
of the bill the following words, viz: 

Also the statistics of agriculture when the annual product 
of the farm is not equal to one hundred and fifty dollars ; 
also, the statistics of other productive industry where the 
annual product of the establishment, exclusive of domestic 
manufactures in families, is not equal to five hundred dol 
lara. 


On motion by Mr. MEADE, the House receded 
| from its amendment, substituting for the eighth 
| section of the said bill the following, viz: 


| ‘That any marshal of the United States “ may in case of 

| sickness or other disability, appoint a deputy marshal for 

| the special purposes of this act, subject to the approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior, who shall have all the powers, 
perform all the duties, and be subject to ali the penalties of 
the said marshal.”? 


The House receded from its amendment to the 
thirteenth section, fixing the mode of compensation 
to the marshals. 

Mr. MEADE moved that the House recede 
from its amendment striking out the twenty-third 
section of the bill. . : 

The question was put and the motion was dis- 


reed to. . 
On motion, the House then insisted upon its 


| 








amendment striking out the twenty-third section, 
which is as follows: 


[Sec. 23. And he it enacted, That whenever & 
marshal shall certify that an assistant has completed to his 
satisfaction, and made return of the sub-division confided 
to him, and shail also certify the amount of compensation to 
which, under the provisions of this act, such assistant is en- 
titled, designating how much for each kind of service, the 

Interior shall thereupon cause one-half 
the sum ao due to be paid to such oe Ss vod ‘ 
orc t ‘ 
turns have been carefully exam aes che 
And he shall make pay- 


Secretary of the 


found exeented in a manner sa 
cause the other half to be paid. 
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ments in the manner and upon like conditions to the s¢ veral \ He said, he did not now propose to occupy the 
marshals for their services. ] | 


_ || time of the House on this bill: he would yield the 
On motion by Mr. SCHENCK, the House in- || floor to the gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. 
sisted upon its amendments to the schedules two, || GRINNELL,}] who desired to say a word. 
three, four, five, and six. ‘ | Mr. GRINNELL said, the object of this bill, as 
The House then concurred in the amendments I he understood, was to continue in force the act 
of the Senate to the amendment of the House fix- || which originally authorized the State of Mary- 
ing the number of Representatives at 233. || land to impose a tonnage duty of two cents per 
he amendments having all been acted on. _ 1 ton upon vessels entering the harbor of Baltimore. 
Mr. OTIS suggested the importance of the bill | Some remarks had been made when the bill was 
being passed at as early a ~s as possible. He || before under consideration in reference to the 
believed the principal part of th of | 
the Senate had been concurred in; and as the bill || this duty was imposed. It appeared to him that 
was nearly matured, and there were only some |/ that limitation was clearly right, inasmuch as for 
very slight amendments of the Senate that were || small vessels of sixty tons or under entering that 
not concurred in, he tgusted the House would—— || harbor twice or three times a week, it would be 
The SPEAKER interpcsed, and stated to the || very onerous to pay this tonnage duty of two cents 
gentleman, that the amendments had all passed || per ton, while larger vessels entering it, say once 
from before the House. Some of the amendments || 4 month, as their packets from Boston did, and 
of the Senate having been concurred, and others || which were accommodated by the improvements 
non-concurred in. ‘The question was now on the || which had been made in the basin, were able to 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. \| pay it. 
Meape,] to appoint a committee of conference. 1 e thought that this authority on the part of the 
The question was taken, and decided in the af- '| State of Maryland to lay tonnage duties having 
fimative. ; '| existed for many years, almost from the formation 
So a committee of conference was ordered to || of the Government, and no injury having resulted 
be appointed on the part of the House. || to commerce from it, they had better authorize and 
PRIVATE CLAIMS—A BOARD. | permit that State to continue to lay this tax upon 
The next bill was a bill from the Senate to es- || the commerce of Baltimore, if she saw fit to do it. 
tablish a Board of Accounts. || He was decidedly in favor of general improve- 
Mr. BAYLY moved to refer the bill to the Com- || ments by this Government, paid for out of the 
mittee of Ways and Means. | Treasury of the United States; and if Baltimore 
Mr. THOMAS stated that the subject had || came here and asked for the appropriation of 


usually been referred to the Committee of Claims; || $5,000 or $10,000 annually for the improvement of 
and he now moved that reference. | 


her harbor, and showed that the money could be 

Mr. MEADE said, it appeared to him that the | #dvantageously appropriated, he would cheerfully 
bill involved the general system of our laws, and || vote to grant it. But inasmuch as they preferred 
should go to the Committee on the Judiciary. He || another mode of raising the money, by laying a 
moved that reference. small tax upon the vessels entering that harbor, 
Mr. McCLERNAND said, he agreed with the || & ax upon the consumer of the goods, he was per- 
gentleman from Tennessee, that the bill ought to || fectly willing that they should have the authority 
oto the Committee of Claims. He referred to || to impose it. He saw no objection to it at all; and 
the bill of like character which had been under the || the authority having been, as he had before said, 
consideration of Congress, and had undergone a || 80 long in existence, and no injury having resulted 
discussion in this House a year or two since, and || from its exercise, he saw no reason why they 
said that it had emanated from the Committee of || Should now withhold their consent to continuing 
Claims in this body. | it. The money raised was appropriated for the 
Mr. KAUFMAN gave notice, that if this differ. || improvement of the harbor and for the convenience 
ent motions to refer were rejected, he should move || Of navigation. The city of Baltimore appro- 
to refer the bill to the Committee on Public Ex- priated some $20,000 or $30,000 fannually out of 
penditures. That committee had now only little || the city fund for the improvement of that harbor— 





business before them, while the Committee of || & much greater sum than this tonnage duty 


Claims had a good deal. ; amounted to. Fs gs 
Mr. VINTON believed that this bill originated || These were briefly his views. He hoped the 
with the Committee on Finance in the Senate, | bill would pass. ; 
which was the committee corresponding to the || Mr. McLANE, to save the time of the House, 
Committee of Ways and Means in the House. || he said, moved the previous question on the pas- 
So if it went to the Committee of Ways and | oe of the bill. 
Means, it would go to the same committee which || r. SCHENCK moved to lay the bill on the 
had considered it in the Senate. He moved the || table. 
previous question. Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. OTIS, and other gen- 
Mr. BAYLY. I beg to say that this is the rea- tlemen, asked the yeas and nays on this motion. 
son why | made the motion to refer to the Com- The yeas and nays were refused. : 
mittee of Ways and Means. And the question was taken on the motion of 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, the || Mr. Scuenck, and decided in the negative. 
previous question having been moved. . | So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 
The demand for the previous question was sec- | The question recurring on seconding the de- 
onded, and the main question was ordered—being || Mand for the previous question, was taken and 
first on the motion of Mr. Meape. || decided in the affirmative—ayes 67, noes 52. 
The question was taken, and decided in the || So the demand for the previous question was 
negative. || seconded, and the main question was ordered, be- 
So the House refused to refer the bill to the || ing on the passage of the bill. . 
Committee on the Judiciary. | Mr. OTIS demanded the yeas and nays. 
The question was then taken on the motion of | ‘The SPEAKER propounded the question upon 
Mr. Tuomas, and decided in the affirmative. || ordering the yeas and nays, and having counted 
So the bill was referred to the Committee of | 22 in the affirmative, stated that they were not or- 
Claims. | dered. 
ENGINEERS IN NAVY. | Tellers were asked and ordered upon the ques- 
2 : | tion of ordering the yeas and nays, and Messrs. 
Senate bill to amend the act relating to the ap- | Scuewce and Haut were appointed. 


pointment and pay of the engineers in the Navy | ‘The question was again taken, and the tellers 
of the United States, was read a first and second | reported 30 gentlemen in favor of the yeas and 
time by its title; and, 

On motion by Mr. BROOKS 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Senate bill, entitled an act for the relief of Adju- | - ‘The SPEAKER gB plas ; 
tant General Roger Jones, was read twice, and a. | nave aa —— — ayo ee 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. he question was taken, and the vote stood— 
TONNAGE DUTIES. | yeas 102, nays 46 as follows: 

The next bill in order was the bill entitled an | YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Ashe, Averett, Baker, 
act to continue in force an act therein mentioned, || Bay, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Boyd, 
relating to the port of Baltimore. ai and || Cee, Joseph F Caldwel, Caneye Chandi, W. Ke We: 

Mn uestion —- the of the bill, and | Cobb, Deberry, Dimmic 











‘| nays. 
» referred to the | A count of the negatives not being insisted 


k, Disney, Doty, Du , Dunha ’ 
to the floor. Fitch, Gentry, Gorman, Grinnell, Hall, Hamilton: Reraioes, 
ze 


e amendments of || limitation as to the size of the vessels upon which |, 
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Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harvie, 
Haymond, Hibbard, Holladay, Houstun, Howard, Hubbard, 
Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Kauf. 


| man, Kerr, George G. King, La Sére, Leffler, Joh Mann, 
| Mason, Matteson, MeClernand, MeDowel!, MeRissock, 
| McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, MeQueen Mc Witie, 


| 
| 


| 


Meade, Miller, Milison, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Morse, 
Morton, Ogle, Otds, Outlaw, Peastess, Phelps, nix, 
Potter, Reed, Savage, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Pred- 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Ste- 
phens, Stetson, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, William 
Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, 
Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Winthrop, 
Wood, and Woodward—1®. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Bennett, Buoth, Cole, Conger, 
Corwin, Crowell, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Fuller, Gerry, 
Gott, Gould, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hoagland, Howe, Hunter, 
William T. Jackson, Daniel P. King. James G. King, John 
A. King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Marshall, McGaughey, 


| Meacham, Nelson, Newell, Otis, Piunan, Putnam, Rey- 








nolds, Risley, Robbins, Rose, Rumsey, Schenck, Siivester, 
Strong, Sweetser, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, and Vinton 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. McLANE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and to lay that motion 
on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to, and the bill 
stands passed. 
WIDOW OF GENERAL WORTH. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill 
from the Senate, entitled “ An act for the relief of 


Margaret L.. Worth, the widow of the late General 


Worth, of the army of the United States.”’ 
Mr. JONES moved to refer the bill to the Com- 


| mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. He said he 


did not wish to go into the discussion of the bill 
at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has been ordered to 
a third reading and read a third time; the question 
is on the passage of the bill. If it is referred, it 
will not be in the power of the committee to 
amend it. 

Mr. JONES. If I mistake not, (and if lam 
| wrong the Speaker can correct me,) the bill came 
up, when it was last before the House, under the 
motion of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Brown,] to proceed to such private bills on the 
| Speaker's table as gave rise to no debate. When 
| this bill eame up, I obtained the floor, and was 
proceeding to make some remarks, and the gen- 
| tleman from Illinois [Mr. McCreannanp] made 
the question of order, that if it gave rise to debate 
| it must go over. The Speaker sustained the point 
of order, and when a motion was made to refer, 
the Speaker said it could not be referred, as debate 
| was proposed upon the bill. That is my under- 
standing. The bill never could have been read a 
third time. I now move to refer the bill to the 
| Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, if it ia in 
| order, and I believe it is. 
| The SPEAKER said that upon examination he 
| found the question was on ordering the bill to a 
third reading. The motion of the gentleman from 
Tennessee was therefore in order. 

The question being on the motion to refer— 

Mr. JONES said he did not desire at this time 
to enter into a discussion of the merits of the bill. 
He would merely remark, that it violated some 
| and most of the general principles which had been 
| recognized and embodied in the laws of this coun- 
| try granting pensions to the widows of deceased 

officers and soldiers. It was highly proper and 
necessary that it should undergo the investigation 
of that committee, end he hoped it would be re- 
ferred for that purpose. 5 

Mr. FEATHERSTON said he had no objec- 
tion to this bill being fully and thoroughly dis- 
cussed. He differed with the gentleman from 
Tennessee in his remark that it violated any of 
the principles that had governed the legislation of 
Congress heretofore. He did object to the refer- 
ence of the bill to this committee. He thought it 
important that it should pass without delay. He 
hoped the House would take it up and pass it or 
reject it, and not to send it to the committee to 
slumber there for months, perhaps not to come up 
again during the present Congress. 

Mr. JONES said, if he understood the gentle- 
man from Mississippi right, he had said that the bill 
did nagviolate any of the princaples of the pension 
laws. He (Mr. J.) had said, and he repeated, 
that in his opinion it did violace many, if not all, 
those principles. He would mention one. By the 
monet law no widow of a non-commissioned offi- 
cer, Musician, or private, could be placed upon 
the pension roll unless it were satisfactorily 
proved that her husband had been killed in battle, or 
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died of wounds received or diseases contracted in | gust 11, 1848, carrying into effect certain provis- 


the service. Again: by the general pension law, 
the highest pension the widow of any officer 
could receive, even though her husband was killed 
in battle, was one half of the pay of a lieutenant- 
colonel. 
our forces in Mexico, had been killed in one of the 
battles there, under the general law of Congress 


i 


| 
| 
i 


If General Scott, the general-in-chief of 


his widow would only have been entitled to a) 


pension of $30 per month, being one-half the || 


pay of a lieutenant-colonel; and that for five years | 


only; and in case of her marriage before the ex- 


piration of the five years, the pension would | 


cease. But this bill did not propose to give this 
ae during widowhood, or for five years only. 
t 


did not propose to limit it to balf the pay of a_ 
lieutenant-colonel, but it proposed to give to the | | 
Jer “ rat . | 1835, designating their rank, &c., &c., and all 


widow of General Worth a pension of $50 per 


month during her natural life. Mrs. Worth might | 


marry to-morrow, and still she would continue to 
receive the pension during life. In these respects, 
certainly, the gentleman must admit, the bill vio- 
lated the principles of our pension laws. 

As for this bill going to the committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions there to slumber or be smoth- 
ered, he thought that was a gratuitous assumption 
that the committee would not do their duty. The 
very able and discriminating chairman of that 
committee and the other members would, he 


| 


|| tons of the treaty 


tween the United States and 
| China. 

On motion by Mr. McCLERNAND, the com- 
| munication was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs and ordered to be printed. 


LIST OF PENSIONERS. 


TheSPEAKER also laid before the House acom- 
munication from the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, informing the House that he had in his 
custody, as Clerk of the House, a report made in 
obedience to a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of 17th of February, 1847, from the 
| War Department, being a statement showing the 


the pension roll subsequent to the 12th of October, 


other information connected with this subject. 
He also pointed out the importance of the docu- 
| ment, and asked the action of Congress in regard 
to its further disposition. 

Mr. FOWLER moved that the communication 
of the Clerk, with the document of which it spoke, 
| be referred to a select committee of five members, 
| with instruction to examine the document, and 
| report upon its contents and the proper disposition 
| of it. 
| Mr. CONGER said that the House, during the 


doubted not, act promptly, on whatever subject || last Congress, had made a call on the department 


might be committed to them. 
would be referred. 


Mr. CROWELL expressed a hope that the || 


motion of the gentleman from Tennessee would be 


sustained, and that farther action on this bill would || 


for the present be suspended. It was true that 
the principle contained in this bill was one involv- 
ing a departure from the general law so import- 


ant, that, before further action on it, it should be || 


He hoped the bill || for thisdocument. So far as he had heard it, the ex- | 


| planation made by the Clerk was correct. The 
action of the last Congress was adverse to the 


|| printing of this document; and if anything was 


referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims | 


for their revision. If, after examination by that 
committee, it shall be found to have received their 
approbation, then let the bill be passed. Our pen- 


sion system has been enlarged to such an enormous || 


now done, it ought to be, to order the printing. 
He therefore desired that the document should be 
again referred to the Committee on Printing. He 


was not now a member of that committee, and he | 


believed that there was but one gentleman now 
here who was a member of that committee during 
| the last session. The «ocument ought, in his 
opinion, to be referred to the Committee on Print- 


| ing, that it might be examined by that committee. 


extent, that when the House is about to place | 
on the list a new pensioner of this character, it is | 


highly proper that the subject be referred to a com- 
mittee. In the deficiency bill, which we had just 
passe, we have appropriated nearly a million of 
dollars to bring up the arrearages of pensions; and 


ears it will be found that our revenue will be 

arely sufficient to pay off the pensioners. , This 
whole system is one of the remaining features of 
the rotten and decaying despotisms of the Old 
World; and we have gone into it with such a per- 
fect rush, that the amount necessary now to make 
up the deficiency in the last year’s payments 
forms one of the largest items in an appropriation 
bill. He hoped that before the House consented 
to pass this bill, it would be permitted to go to one 
of the standing committees for their examination, 
and that we should not go on in this hasty man- 
ner, and swallow up all the revenue of the Govern- 
ment without examination, 

Mr. DUER said he had no doubt that the House 
intended to pass this bill, and, therefore, for the 
sake of obtaining an early vote on the subject, he 
would move the previous question. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question was ordered—being 
first on the reference of the bill. 

Mr. BAKER said, he desired onl 
whether the bill granted a pension for life? 

Cries of ‘* Yes.”’ 
he SPEAKER said debate was not in order. 

The question was taken and decided in the af- 
firmative, without a division. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. JONES moved to reconsider the vote and 
to lay that motion on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved that the 
House adjourn. 


to ask 


CHINA. 


The SPEAKER» Before the Chair pugp the || 


motion to adjourn, he desires to lay before the 
House a communication, which has been lying on 


i 





Mr. BOYD moved that the document be referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions; and 
upon that motion he demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. VINTON. Will the gentleman withdraw 
the demand for the previeus question for a single 


and I will then renew it, if such be his desire. 
| Mr. BOYD. Certainly. I will withdraw it. 
| Mr. VINTON. 


| we can make of them is, to send them bac 
| Secretary of War. 1! make that motion. 


question. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
lay the whole subject on the table. 

The SPEAKER said the Chair would state to the 
| House, in reference to this document, that, be- 


} 


| communication of its contents to the parties inter- 


| he had directed it to be sealed up, not to be opened 
| but by order of the House. The Speaker, he 
| added, did not conceive that he had a right to ex- 
ercise any control over it. Any member of the 
| House, who desired it, had the same right of ac- 
| cess to the document that the Speaker had; and it 
had been communicated to the House at the sug- 
| gestion of the Chair, im order that the House 
| might say what disposition should be made of it. 
| Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, inquired if the 


| pending question was on laying the communica- 


'| tien on the table? 


t 
| 


| The SPEAKER replied, that the pending ques- 
| tion was on the motion of the gentleman from 
| Mississippi, to lay the whole subject on the table. 
| Mr. STEPHENS. 1 hope it will be voted 
| down, and that we shall have the document printed, 
| that every one may see it. 

| The question being put on this motion to lay 
_ the subject on the table, it was not agreed to. 

So the document was not laid on the table, 

| Mr.CLEVELAND. Will the gentleman from 
Kentucky withdraw the demand for the previous 


the Speaker’s table, from the American Commis- || question for a moment, in order that | may make 
sioner in China, in regard to the receipts and ex- | a suggection to the House? 


penditures of the several consulates, jn obedience || 


Mr. BOYD declined to withdraw his demand 


to the 17th section of the act of Congress of Au- || for the previous question, 


| moment, in order to enable me to submit a motion? | 
if we are to proceed at this rate, in a very few || 


Mr. BOYD renewed the demand for the previous | 


| lieving it ought to be printed with a view to the | 


| 
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Mr. CLEVELAND. It ought to be voteq 
down, and | trust it will be. 

The question being put on seconding the demang 
for the previous question, it was not seconded, 

Mr. CLEVELAND said he presumed thta 
every member of the House would understand 
from what had already been communicated to the 
House, that this document, now in the hands of 
their Clerk, contained information that was im. 
portant to the nation at large; important to the 
Treasury of the United States, and highly im. 
portant to a certain class of widows and orphans 
in this country. The objection to having it exam. 
ined, as he understood it, was, that if it were ex. 


| || amined, a knowledge of its contents might come 
number of pensioners who have been placed on || 


into the possession of those who would make an 
improper use of it; who w6uld set themselves at 


| work to obtain from those who were entitled to 
|| the money a large share, if not the whole, of their 
|| claims. 
| cumstances, was it the duty of the House to do? 


And he would ask what, under the cir. 


Was it not their duty to secure, if possible, to the 
people who were entitled to the money what was 
Had they not the power to do it? 
Was it not their province to direct the Clerk of the 
House to send information to the individuals who 
were entitled to the money, to give them notice 
that the fund was here, and not have to receive 
this information from persons disposed to profit by 
the knowledge, and to drive a hard bargain with 
the claimant, by stipulating for the greater portion 
of the claim, before communicating the intelli- 
gence? Was it not the duty of that House, he 
would ask, to make provision that this money 


| should go to the persons who were entitled to it? 


His own idea was, that the House ought to make 
such provision, and to notify the persons to whom 
the money belonged, that the fund was here, 
The House possessed a general power over this 
subject, and they ought to exercise that power, so 
as to save the innocent claimant from impositions 
which might be practiced upon him, and which 


| doubtless would be practiced upon him, in case the 


Flouse did not interpose. In his judgment, it was 
clearly their duty to give this mformation to the 
parties interested, and he was of opinion that it 
could easily be done, either by directing the Clerk 
of the House to communicate the inteiligence to 
the parties, or in any other way that the House 
might see fit to direct; and he certainly regarded 


|| itas a paramount duty which they owed to these 
|| people to let them know that the fund was here; 
I merely desire to say, that it | 
| is perfectly evident that these papers will be used | 
for the benefit, and very greatly to the advantage | 
of speculators; and | think the best disposition | 
to the | 


and that they would be enabled to obtain their 
money without being robbed by sharpers in the 
guise of agents and brokers. They were as well 
able to give notice to the parties as these agenis 
were, and it was their duty to do it. It was their 
duty to make some provision, in order to prevent 
these people from being plundered. His own 
idea in regard to the method to be adopted was, 


‘| that it would be better to authorize the Clerk of 


the House to give information to those who he 
had reason to suppose were entitled to the money, 
and let them come forward and receive it. 

Mr. HARALSON said it was not often that he 


| troubled the House with any remarks, and he cer- 


ested, or, at least, to putting it within their reach, | 


| 
| 





tainly should not detain them now, at this late 
hour of the day, were it not that this was a mat- 
ter in which he felt considerable interest, for it was 
one concerning which he had himself been put to 
a good deal of trouble and inconvenience in con- 
sequence of the applications which had been made 
to him for information. He thought it was highly 
desirable that some means should be devised for 
giving information to the persons interested, that 
the money to which they were entitled could be 
obtained by them, and how it could be obtained. 
It would, in the first place, save members a great 
deal of trouble, if the country at large were put 
in possession of this information, and he would 
suggest a plan by which he thought it might read- 
ily be done, and this was, by ordering the docu- 
ment to be printed, and requiring the Clerk of the 
House to send a copy or copies of it to every 
county clerk’s office in every State. It would 
then be subject to inspection by all the people of 
each county; and by disseminating the informa- 
tion in this way, throughout thecountry, it would 
be tolerably certain to reach the parties wir are 
really entitled to the money. He thought that by 
adopting this plan for diffusing the information, 
they would forestall the harpies who were ready 
to prey upon these claimants, and prevent them 
from defrauding the claimants of their money. It 
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was no uncommon thing, for people residing in 
various parts of the country, to receive letters 
from some agent of claims, asking for information 


Sn regard to the residence of particular individuals, | 


supposed to be the heirs, or the descendants of 
persons entitled to weceive money from the Gov- 
ernment; and this information being obtaind by 
the agent, his next step was, to propose to the 
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| of these claims against the Government in their |) through the Secretary at War, and printed in three 


|| possession, it would certainly be an act unworthy || large octave volumes. 


if 


| enabled to aid those agents in defrauding innocent 


claimant, that he should advance to said agent one | 


half the amount of the claim, in consideration of 


his proceeding to recover the balance. Theclaim- || 
ant is actually losing one-half, in every instance, | 


and standing a chance to lose the whole; because, | 


when the money came into the hands of the agent, 
it was not at all certain that it would ever find its 
way to the proper claamant. If, then, they were 
to publish . ; 

Mr. FOWLER (interposing) said, that he 
wished merely to state to the gentleman from 
Georgia, that a report similar to this had been 
published in 1835, and, by order of the House, 
five copies of that report were transmitted to every 
county clerk’s officg in the country. It was the 
very thing the gentleman had suggested in this 


ase. 
Re HFIARALSON aaid, he had not been aware 
of the fact, as the gentleman had stated; but it 





occurred to him that the proper way would be, to | 
deposit one or more copies in the office of every | 
county clerk, where the parties interested might | 


have access to them. 


Mr. PECK wished to state to the House a fact | 


in relation to the frauds that were practiced upon 
persons who were entitled to pensions, which had 
come within his own knowledge. A man who 
was supposed to be of very high standing had been 
acting as agent for pensions in tehalf of persons 


residing in his State who were entitled to pensions, 


and after the lafise of a considerable time, it was 


and had appropriated the money to his own use. 
When the Government officers became apprised 
of this fact, they communicated it to the district 
attorney, who commenced proceedings against the 
individual. He became aware of it, and, without 
paying over the money, he absconded. This was, 


doubtless, but one case out of many, where frauds | 


of this kind had been practiced. He thought some 
plan should be devised by which these frauds 
might be prevented in future, 

Mr. FOWLER said, he concurred most heartily 
in what had been said by the gentleman from 


Georgia, and by the gentleman from Vermont. If || Journ, it was decided in the negative. 


these documents should now be printed and dis- 
seminated, as proposed by the gentleman from 


Georgia, it would not only lead to the detection of |, House should refuse to refer the document, it 
all frands connected with the pension fund, but it || would then be in order to move to haye it printed ? 
would furnish every claimant with information || 


{t would do away, with the |, order to make that motion after the House had 


respecting his claim. 





| able the parties entitled to oe or other 
| pensions, to obtain such pensions; an 


the House to conceal those evidences. Besides, 
those who made out the record, he had no doubt, 


Mr. MARSHALL. Containing what? 
' Mr. FOWLER. Containing the very same in- 


had kept an abstract, and they were very prob- || formation, as | understand, as that embraced in 


ably in communication with the claim agents, and 


claimants. To print these evidences, and furnish 
them to the country, would accomplish two desira- 
ble purposes. In the first place it would put an 
end to the frauds mentioned by the gentleman 
from Vermont; and in the next place, it would en- 


it would 
have the effect of enabling them to get rid of ver- 
min, by which the country was infested. The 


| best way to get rid of them, was to place the evi- 


| vidual. 


| that the House should take a bold and manly 
| course; that they would act like statesmen in re- 


|| which they were entitled. 


{| 


' 
| 


|| now adjourn. 
discovered that he had drawn the pensions of | 


individuals whose names were on the pension roll, || were passed by, or the pending motion superseded 


} 
j 
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dence of the claims within the reach of every indi- 
He did not wish the House to take the 
mean and paltry course of concealing the evidence 
of claims against the Government—claims which 
should be held sacred, and scrupulously paid. He 
trusted that this information would be put within 
the reach of those who were entitled to pensions; 


gerd to this subject. Let the information go to the 
world. He hoped the document would be printed, 
and laid upon the tables of members, in order that 
they might send them to the various counties of 
their several States, so that the parties interested 
might be put in possession of information in re- 
gard to their rights, and receive the benefits to 
He would move that 
it be printed; or rather, that it be referred te the 
Committee on Printing, to report upon the num- 
ber necessary to be printed. 


Mr. MARSHALL moved that the House do 


The SPEAKER remarked, that if this subject 


by the motion to adjourn, it could only be taken 
up again by unanimous consent. If the House 
failed, or refused to act ipon it now, he desired 
to state that he should consider it an approval on 
the part of the House of the order which he had 
already given, that the document be kept sealed 
up, and subject to any subsequent order of the 
House that might be made respecting it. 

Mr. MARSHALL withdrew his motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, renewed it. 


The question being put upon the motion to ad- 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. HARALSON inquired whether, if the 


| no satiety, Speculators! 
| and see the number of claim-agents, who are earn- 





The SPEAKER replied, that it would be in 


necessity of employing agents, and consequently | disposed of the questions of reference; the first 


prevent them from obtaining the money belonging 
to those claimants. He hoped the document would 


being the motion of the gentleman from New 
York, to refer it to the Committee on Printing; and 


be printed, in order that the public might be put || the next being the motion of the gentleman from 


in possession of the information. 


| 


Mr. HARALSON said, he would offer the mo- | 


tion he intended to make in the form of a resolu- 


tion, if the Clerk would take down the words. It | 


would read thus: 


“ Resolved, That the said document be printed, and that | 


the Clerk of this House furnish a copy thereof to every 
court of reeord in the various countiés of the United States.” 


It would then be subject to inspection by the | 


public generally. 
Mr FOWLER suggested that five copies had 


been furnished to each county court, of the report | 


made in 1835. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said he under- 


stood that a portion of this document had already | 


been copied, and got into the hands of some pen- 
sion agent. 

Mr. VENABLE rose to address the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 

eorgia yield the floor ? 

Mr.HARALSON. [ will yielded it altogether, 
a8 soon as my resolution is received. 
_ The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s Resolution 
18 not now in order. 

A motion was here made that when the House 
pe: gee it adjourn to meet on Monday. 

he question being put, upon the motion of the 

gentleman from Hlinois, it was not agreed to. 
_ Mr. VENABLE said he would merely remark 
1 relation to this subject, that, having the evidence 


| 


Kentucky, to refer to the Commitee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 


motion, 80 as to require the Committee on Print- 
ing to inquire into the expediency of printing the 
document. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the Chair under- 
stood that to be the object of the motion. 

Mr. MARSHALL said he would like to be in- 
formed whether it was in order now to modify 
the motion which he had submitted, so as to in- 
struct the Committee on Printing to ascertain the 
number of copies necessary t> be printed ? 

The SPEAKER stated that the first question 
before the House was upon the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, to amend the motion of 
the gentleman from New York, and to refer the 
document to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Would it be in order to 
modify that motion, by substituting for it an in- 
struction to the Committee on Printing to author- 
ize the printing of five thousand copies? I under- 
stand from some gentleman—the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, | believe—that much of this inform- 
ation has been thrown before the country as early 
as the year 1835. 

Mr. FOWLER, The gentleman is not quite 
correct. In 1835, sir, a full report, from the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, was made to Congress, 


we 


Mr. CONGER said he desired to modify his 


j 





i}ahis document, but bringing it down only to 1835, 
| It is proposed, now, merely to continue this in- 
| formation from 1835 down to the present time. 


Mr. MARSHALL. If the information has 
heretofore been thrown before the country, as the 
gentleman from Massachusetts intimates 

Mr. FOWLER. One word. It was only in- 
formation down to 1835, which was then laid 
before the country. ‘This document continues the 





| history from that to the present time. 


Mr. MARSHALL. 


Ihave this subject deeply 
at heart. 


No question has come before the House 


| in which I take more interest; indeed, for some 


time past | have been reflecting upon the beat 
mode of procuring the publication of whatever the 


| offices of Government contain, which can throw 


light upon or afford additional evidence of the ex- 
istence of claims to pensions, under laws hereto- 
fore passed. As the subject has been “jumped 
up,” to use a western phrase, | trust the House 


| will never quit the pursuit of it until we have 


opened for popular examination all that the Gov- 
ernment has in possession, affording eviderice of 
the justice of claims to pension upon the part of 
any survivor of the Revolution, or the widows of 
those who have died, or the children of those he- 
rors who stood up for their country in the days of 
old, 

We are admonished, that should this informa- 


| tion be printed, these claimants will be made the 
| victims of greedy speculators. 


Sir, Lam not to be 
frightened from the performance of my highest 
duty to those entitled to pensions, by any such 
warning. They are now victims of greedy specula- 
tors, who infest this city like birds of prey, and 
follow your treasury with a voracity which knows 
Look up the Avenue 


ing a livelihood by compelling justice to the rev- 
olutionary soldiers, for one-half of what those sol 
diers are entitled to! Do you suppose the contents 


of these volumes are secrets to this class of peo- 


ple? If you do, be assured, sir, you labor under 
an egregious error. There is some potent epell by 
which they ascertain the information, which to you, 
and to me, and to those entitled to bounties, is un- 
known. The watch-word of the initiated in days of 
old was “open sesame,’’ but the word is changed; yet 
depend upon it there is some power which unseals 
these archives to men whose curiosity is prompted 
by their acquisitiveness. I have no ifea that these 
volumes contain one word of information not al- 
ready in the possession of certain agents out of 
doors, who value it as equal to so much cash: Sir, 
the evidence does not warrant any distinct charge 
of corruption against any given individual; but 
there is a wrong done, doing, and yet to be done 
in this matter, which demands that this informa- 
tion shall be spread abroad among the people. 
No head of a bureau can prevent the leakage of 
this valuable knowledge. A clerk retiring from 
office, for instance, carries with him knowledge 
acquired while in office, of rejected claims, but 
also means of rectifying the defects, and he be- 
comes a speculator. A clerk may learn, in office, 
the names of pensioners of whose meht Govern- 
ment has the conclusive evidente. Abstracts of 
these, innocent/y made out, become the bases of 
future speculation. 1 have no doubt gentlemen, 
whose experience is larger than rine, hnve seen 
such cases. Why talk, then, of speculators? Sir, 
send this light abroad among the people. It 
will carry healing on its rays to a thousand hum- 
ble homes, and bring you back grateful benedic- 
tions from a thousand hearts, fainting now in the 
evening of life, because they know nothing of 
your sympathy or their country’s care. 

What is within these volumes? As I under- 
stand it, only the names of persons whose right 
to a pension under laws heretofore passed this 
Government is already cognizant of, and the 
amounts to which they ere respectively entitled. 
A list of meritorious public creditors and of the 
sums due to each: no more. Why conceal them 
from the public eye? You fear that speculators 
will fleece them! Oh! how righteous in judg- 
ment, how overflowing with sympathy! But, do 
we adopt the means necessary to inform those to 
whom we are indebted? None. If one applies 
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whom we know to be entitled, do we make his 
way easy by spreading before him the knowledge 
in our handa, and expressing our gratification at 
an ability to render to him this tribute of a grate- 
ful country to the patriotism and worth of his 
ancestor? No, sir. It is notorious that we 
conceal the information, and that we resort td 
every conceivable quibble to defeat, and hinder, 
and delay, the establishment of these claims upon 
the treasury. The difficulty of obtaining justice 
at the bureaus of your departments has become 
proverbial—the ad ministration of the laws is offen- 
_ sive and absurd, and the liberality of the country, 
evinced by acts of Congress designed to be con- 
strued so as to embrace all who have served in her 
wars, is turned to apparent meanness by the 
manner in which those laws are executed. Sir, I 
am no advocate for carelessness in the dispen- 


sation of these bounties, but 1 would at least | 
have justice administered under our laws with- | 


out delay and with a uniform and even hand. 
You and I, though representing each more 


are told that itis ‘‘against regulations’? to open 


the revolutionary rolls to examination; yet we | 


see the very information we seek reduced to a 
science apon the books of claim-agents who swarm 
around the Treasury and hang upon the depart- 
ments. They come here from a distance as regu- 
larly as do the members of Congress; they gather 
information by means we know not of, and scat- 
tering through the interior they hunt up heirs and 
widows and old soldiers, and drive hard bargains. 
Few of these persons know anything of their 
rights—you take no pains to inform them—you 


that they are carried out in the spirit which en- 
acted them, while speculators grow wealthy upon 
the interests you fail to protect and live upon the 
ignorance you assist to preserve. 
anda citizen, whose residence is at a distarfte, can- 


not penetrate the mystery which enshrouds your | 


Pension Office. If he comes here amidst the lab- 
yrinth of your accounting offices, he thinks him- 
self well of if he gets out alive. 

I desire to have the list of pensioners printed , and 
to stop the system that is prevalent. It is painful 
to observe the tendency of affairs; and, so fur as 
I am concerned, | will lend every energy I possess 
to correct the evil. 

I offer this amendment, sir: That the document 
be referred to the Committee on Printing, with 
instructions to print five thousand copies of the 
same. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My object in rising, is 
simply to move the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, is out of order. The 
question before the House is not upon the refer- 
ence to the Committee on Printing, but upon the 
’ motion to refer it to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I withdraw the demand 
for the previous question. My object was, to ap- 
ply it to the motion to print. 

he SPEAKER. It will apply to the several 
motions which have been made in their order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then, with the permission 
of my friend from Kentucky, I will renew the mo- 
tion which he made, and then renew the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he would suggest a modi- 
fication of the resolution. If they were to have a 
vote upon the printing at all, he hoped the docu- 
ment would be protected from the persons who 
would be hovering about it during the process of 
printing. 

Mr. CLINGMAN said, if the gentleman would 
suggest a modification, he would accept it with 
great pleasure. 

Mr. VENABLE desired to know from the 
Chair whether the document contained a list of 
the persons who were entitled to pensions? 

The SPEAKER ae that the very object of 
referring it was, that the committee should inquire 
into its contents. The Chair had not examined 
it, but had brought it before the House, in order 
that this very information might be obtained by 
the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN said he took it for granted, 
that the committee to whom the document might 
be referred, would take such course as would 
meet the views of the gentleman from Ohio. His 
motion was simply to refer it to the Committee on 


Sir, a poor man | 
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than a hundred thousand of our .countrymen, || 
i} 


| Printing, with instructions to have 5,000 copies 
| printed. 


He would now move the previous ques- 
tion. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question ordered to be now 


| put. 


The question being put upon the reference to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, it was 
negatived. 

The question recurring on the motion to refer 
to the Committee on Printing, it was put and 
carried in the affirmative. 

So the document was referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 

On motion, 

The House then adjourned. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

By Mr. DUER: Bill to provide for the settlement of the 
boundary of ‘l'exaa, and to authorize the people of New 
Mexico to form a constitution and State government, and 
for the admission of such State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original Siates. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 


| presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
| propriate committees: 


By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of M. Frank and 89 oth- 
ers, citizens of the city of Kenaba, in the State of Wiscon- 


| sin, praying Congress to pass a joint resolution authorizing 


the Secretary of the Navy to order one of the national ves- 
sels across the Atlantic, to transport such delegates as may 


| go trom this country to attend the Peace Convention, to be 


held at Frankfort, Germany, in August next. 
Also, the petition of Jolin R. Kendell and 29 others, citi- 


| zens of Burlington, in the same State, for the same object. 

vass liberal laws, and then use no means to see | : : other 
I , . || of Walworth county, in the same State, praying for the ad- 
| mission of California, &c. 


Also, the petition of William H. Pettit and others, citizens 


Also, the petition of citizens of Sauk county, in the same 
State, praying Congress to abolish flogging in the American 
navy. 

Also, the petition of William D. Potter, of Waukesha 
county, in the same State, in favor of cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Rosendale, in the same 
State, for the establishment and protection of freedom iu the 
territories. 

Also, a petition of the same against the admission of any 
more slave States, 

Also, a petition of the same, in favor of securing to alleged 
fugitives the right of trial by jury. 

Also, a petition of the same, for the repeal of all laws en- 
acted or adopted by Congress fur the support of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, 

Also, a petition of Erastus Dean and others, of Rock 
county, in the same State, authorizing the Secretary of the 
Navy to order one of the national vessels to transport across 
the Aulantic such delegates as may go from this country to 
attend the Peace Convention, to be holden at Frankfort, in 
Germany, in August next. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of E. W. Jackson and 
104 other citizens of Auburn, Massachusetts, praying fora 
national ship to convey delegates to the Peace Convention 
in Germany. 

Also, the petition of Seth Drew and 42 other citizens of 
Kingston, Massachusetts, praying for the same object. 

By Mr. SIBLEY: A memorial of the people of Minneso- 
ta and Oregon Territories, praying thatthe Legislative As- 
semblies of said Territories be allowed to prolong their next 
annual session to a period of ninety days. 

Also, a memorial of the people of Minnesota Territory, 
praying Congress to place the school lands at the disposal 
of the Legislative Assembly so far as to allow said body to 
rent them. 

By Mr. KING, of Rhode Island: The petition of Albert 
G. Cook and others, citizens of Portsmouth, Rhode Island, 
praying for cheap postage. 

By Mr. DUER: The petition of H. Fitzhugh and others, 
citizens of Oswego, New York, praying for the passage of a 
law allowing American-built vessels, that by any means may 
have become the property of foreigners, or obtained a foreign 
registry, to be registered in this country as American vessels 
upon their again becoming the property of American citi- 
zens, 

Also, the petition of A. E. Pardee and 449 others, praying 
for the pxssage of a law permitting plank for the construc- 
tion of plank-roads to be imported from Canada free of duty. 

By Mr. CARTTER: The petition of Jacob’ Jones and 
others, praying the establishment of a mail-route from Can- 
ton to Darliggton, Ohio. ; 

By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of General Stephen 
Hoyt, of Bradford, New Hampshire, praying for a grant of 
land in California to himself and other heirs of Stephen 
Hoyt, deceased, a soldier of the revolutionary army. 

By Mr. DIMMICK: The petition of A. Balliet and 40 
others, citizens of Carbon county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
an increase of duty on iron, 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of John Shields and 
others, citizens of Caitsville, Mahoning county, Ohio, pray- 
ing Congress to repeal all Jaws enacted by Congress by 
which slavery or the slave trade is authorized “or sanc- 
tioned in the city of Washington or the District of Colum- 
hia, and that in the event of their non-repeal, the seat of 
Government be removed to some more suitable location. 

Also, the petition of James M. Wilson and others, citi- 
zens of Caitsville, Mahoning county, Ohio, praying that no 
State be hereafter admitted into the Union unless the con- 
stitution of such State shail expressly prohibitslavery within 
its limits. 

Also, the 
Caitsville, 


tition of Moses Hutson and others, citizens of 
ahoning county, Ohio, praying to 
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secure the right of jury trial to all fugitive slaves before the 
are delivered up to the claimant. 7 

Also, the petition of John Shields and others, 
Caitaville, Mahoning county, Ohio, 
the slave trade may be expressly hibited by act of Cona 
gress in all the territories of the United States 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of Benjamin L. Purdy and 
others, eitizens of Wisconsin, praying Congress to extend 
the present mail-route from Milwaukie and Fort Winnebago 
to Barraboo, Sauk county, 

Also, the petition of E. M. Sexton and 96 others, citizens 
of Wisconsin, asking Congress to establish a mail-royte 
trom Highland via Reedsburg to Grand Rapids, 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: Four petitions of citizens o¢ 
the State of Wisconsin, praying for the right of trial by 
jury to persons claimed as fugitive slaves; the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia; the prohibition of 
slavery in the United States territories, and remonstratin, 
Tones the admission of any more slave States into the 

nion. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: The'petition of Nicholas Bor. 
rin for confirmation of land title. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Milton, Du Page county, Hiinois, praying for the passage of 
an act to compensate the soldiers who served in the late war 
with Great Britain. 

Also, four petitions of citizens of Milton, Du Page county 
in the State of Hlinois, praying for the repeal of all laws 
authorizing slavery in the Distriet of Columbia; the pro- 
hibition of slavery in the United Stases territories ; for the 
right of trial by jury for persons claimed as fugitive slaves; 
and remonstrating against the admission of more new States, 
unless such State by its constitution expressly prohibit sia- 
very within its limits, 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 60 citizens of Wayne 
county, Indiana, praying Congress to repeal all laws by 
which slavery or the slave trade is authorized in the Dis. 
trict of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of 61 citizens of the same county, pray- 
ing Congress to provide a trial by jury in behalf of persons 
claimed as fugitive slaves. 


| Citizens 
praying that slavery in 


IN SENATE. 
Trorspay, May 16, 1850. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of War, 
made in compliance with a resolation on the 2d 
instant, calling for detailed accounts of expendi- 
tures made in the erection of lighthouses at Bran- 
dywine Shoal, Delaware Bay, Carysfort Reef and 
Sand Key, Florida, and at Wangosheme, in Lake 
Michigan. 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, 


Ordered, That it lie on the table and be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. DOWNS presented two memorials, numer- 
ously signed by citizens of the District of Colum- 
bia, strongly urging a reorganization of the judicial 
system of said District; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, additional documents relating to the claim 
of A. P. Brittingham; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of Minnesota Territory, asking a grant of land for 
the purpose of constructing a magnetic telegraph 
in that Territory; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on®Public Lands. 

Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Rafael Garcia, asking compensation for the oe- 
cupation and use by the United States, as a mili- 
tary post during the Mexican war, of their property 
at Point Isabel, in Texas; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of the State of Alabama, asking a grant of 
land to the Tuscaloosa Plank Road Company to 
aid in the construction of their road; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAY presented a memorial of eight Atlan- 
tic and Pacific steam navigation companies and 
other citizens of the State of New York, asking 
that an examination may be instituted for the 
purpose of testing the merits of a process invented 
by Ralph Bulkey for extinguishing fires on board 
ships at sea; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of Foxall 
A. Parker, an officer in the navy, asking the reim- 
bursement of certain unavoidable and extraordi- 
nary expenses incurred by him while in command 
of the East India squadron in the years 1843, 1844, 
and 1845; which was referred to the Commitiee 
on NavaPA ffairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented 4 
petition from citizens of the State of Pennsylvania, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. : 

« Mf. DOUGLAS presented two memorials of 
citizens of the State of Illinois, asking a grant of 
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the right of way and a donation of land to the 
Terre Haute and Alton Railroad Company in aid 
of the construction of their railroad; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAWSON presented a memorial from 
citizens of Forsyth and other counties of Georgia, 
descendants of Cherokees, remonstrating against 
any legislative provisions by which the per capita 
allowance under the treaty may be set apart to pay 
their national debt; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. ie 

Mr. HALE presented a petition of Sylvester 
Smith and fifty-eight other citizens of Susquehan- 
nah county, Pennsylvania, asking for the repeal 
of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the 
support of slavery in the District of Columbia, and 
if not granted that the seat of Government may be 
removed. 

Also, from Edward J. Collins and seventy-four 
others, citizens of New Haven county, Connecti- 
cut; also, from William Jefts and ninety-eight 
others, of Middlesex county, Massachusetts; also, 
from Daniel Ballard and forty-five others, of Frank- 
jin county, in the same State; also, from Daniel 
Chaffee and sixty others, of Hamden county, in 
the same State; also, from A. J. Fossard and 
twelve others, of Hillsboro’ county, New Hamp- 
shire; also, from Israel Dill and thirty-two others, 
of Knox county, Ohio; also, from George Rigby 
and sixty-one others, from Cumberland county, 
Maine; also, from Thomas Dutton and thirty-three 
others, from Adams county, Illinois; also, from 
Luther Humphey and thirty-five others, of Cass 
county, Michigan; also, from Edward Palmer and 
fifty others, from Morris county, New Jersey; and 
also, from George S. Disney and sixteen others, 
of Knox county, Ohio; all asking the same; all of 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SOULE presented a memorial of the corpo- 
rate authorities of Shrevesport, Louisiana, and of 
citizens of the same place, asking the establishment 
ofa marine hospital in that vicinity; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, 


Ordered, That the petition of Parkinson Hocker, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. PRATT, 


Ordered, That the heirs of John Ireland have leave to 
withdraw their petition and papers. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BRADBURY. I am instructed by the 
Committee on the Judiciary, to which was re- 
ferred the bill authorizing the payment of interest 
upon the advances made by the State of Maine for 
the use of the United States Government, in the 
protection of the northeastern frontier, to report 
back the same without amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage. 

Mr. President, I desire to say that this bill rests 
ona principle which Congress has repeatedly re- 
cognized. Whena State has been compelled to 
pay interest on moneys expended for the use and 
benefit of the United States, or in expenses which 
the Federal Government has reimbursed under its 
constitutional obligations to afford protection 
azanst invasion, Congress has uniformly provided 
for the repayment of the interest. Claims of this 
character have been allowed to several States—to 
Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, New York, Penn- 
sylvania, South Carolina, and Alabama; and in 
the act of August 5, 1790, provision is made for 
such payment to the thirteen original States. The 
— in this case rests also on theitreaty of Wash- 

gton. 
Mr. BERRIEN, from the Commitee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill to au- 
thorize the Secretary of War to allow the payment 
of interest to the Stateof Georgia for advances 
made for the use of the United States in the sup- 
pression of the Creek, Seminole, and Cherokee 
Indians, in the years 1836, 1837, and 1838, reported 
back the same without amendment, and recom- 
mended its passage. 
Mr. B. remarked that the bill was the same in 
principle as that just reported by the honorable 
— from Maine, (Mr. Brapsury.] 
G r. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 

fice and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
Petition of Almanzer Houston, asking compensa- 
lon for carrying the mail, submitted a report, 


which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 


was read and passed to a second reading. 


Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of 
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a bill for the relief of Almanzer Houston; which | been heretofore. 


Claims, to which was referred the petition of Asa | 


Andrews, asking the payment of an amount found 
due him from the United States by a jury, submit- 


dered to be printed. 
RESOLUTION. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Jones, wag taken up and adopted: 


101 








Frauds of this description 
will be practiced upon the community, by the 
patentee being enabled to apply for and obtain 
a reissue of a patent, including certain improve- 


|| ments not embraced in the original schedule; 
|| whereas, if he was required to give this public 
ted an adverse report on the same; which was or- | 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior furnish, or | 


eanse to be furnished for the use of the Senate, copies of 
the papers of the late Alexander Sanders, a Cherokee In- 


dian, who was wounded in the Creek war, and, in conse- || 


quence thereof, claimed to be entitled to a pension under | 
the Cherokee treaty of 1835; also, a copy of the decision | 


of the Commissioner of Pensions disallowing the pension. 
PATENT LAWS. 


The hour of half past twelve having arrived, the 
PRESIDING OFFICER stated the special order 
to be the consideration of the bill to promote the 
progress of the useful arts. ; 

The bill being under consideration as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole— 

Mr. TURNEY said: This bill is very short, 
and I think will need little explanation, as | hope 
every Senator has examined it, and is prepared to 
ect rather than to talk about it. I desire to suggest 
one amendment in the tenth line of sixth section, 


notice, individuals, who are in point cf fact the 
authors of this improvement, will come forward 
and contest it and defend their right to it. [tis to 
prevent many lawsuits, and to preserve to those 
who use the improvement the right to do so, whieh 
isthe object of this amendment. If adopted it will 
prevent fraud and save litigation, | think ; and it 
will be for the advantage of the patentee himself, 
and most assuredly for the advantage of those ii\- 
terested against the patent. ‘That provision is in- 
tended mainly to guard the interests of those ad- 
| verse to the patent. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. If believe that the 
chairman of the Committee on Patents and myself 
are aiming‘at the same end. The only difference 
between us is that we take different means to arrive 
at it. Ido not think this amendment wil! operate 
for the benefit of the patentee. The patentee, 
though he may be a good inventor, is not unfre- 


|| quently a very bad lawyer, and thus may draw up 


which is, to strike out the word “and” in that | 


line. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. TURNEY. I move to strike out the word 


“any,” in the nineteenth line, and insert the word 
“ a.’ 

The motion was agreed to. . 

Mr. TURNEY. I now move to strike out the 
whole of the eight section, and insert the follow- 
ing: 


“That in all applications to Congress or to the Patent 


Office for an extension of any patent, or an addition to it, or 
reissue of the saine, the applicant shall give notice of such 
intended application for three weeks, in three daily papers 
printed and published in the city of Washington ; the first 
publication of which shall be made at least sixty days before 
such application for an extension, addition, or reissue ; and 
any patent, extension, addition, or reissue obtained in con 
travention of this section shall be null and void.”’ 


Mr. BADGER. 
tion read in connection with the amendment. 

Mr. TURNEY. The only difference between 
the section in the bill and the amendment is this: 
the section in the bill requires that, when any ap- 
plication is made to Congress, this notice shall be 
given; the amendment requires that the application 
shall be made to the Patent Office as well as to 
Congress. That is the only alteration. 

Mr. BADGER. I am satisfied with it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I have no doubt 
that this will be a proper rule if it can be enforced 


equitably. 


as for a reissue. ent th 
are involved mahy modifications and specifications 
of the original patent, and it is restricted to so modi- 
fying and specifying as to cover nothing not con- 
tained in the original draught or discovery. 


to require that it shall be done within two years, 
the same time that it is permitted an individual to 
use a machine before he takes out a patent. ~ 
reissue, under the rulesofthe Patent Office, I think, 


with great deference to the chairman of the com- | 


mittee, who can make any correction he pleases, 
stands upon the same footing as the original grant 


of the patent; and I do not see why a public notice | 


of an application for a reissue or modification 
should be given in the manner specified®in the 


amendment. 
Mr. TURNEY. This I regard as a very im- 


portant amendment, with respect to extending the |, 


patent laws. Tie party, for instance, obtains a 
patent, and su uently an improvement is made 
to the invention—often by the original inventor him- 
self, or the patentee, and frequently by others. 
When this*important improvement is discovered, 
although it may be made by others than the origin- 
al inventor, the original inventor applies for a re- 


| issue of the patent, so as to embrace the improve- 


ment, claiming it as his own; whereas, in truth and 
in fact, he is not entitled to it. Patents are origin- 
ally issued without giving notice to the public, 
and if the reissue should be be made without 


his specifications very defectively, so that he may 
have omitted some part of the invention. In such 
a case some sharper person, seeing this, comes to 
the Patent Office and obtains a patent for an im- 
provement of the original invention, and in this 
way secures to himself the benefit of that which 
the law intended should go to the original inventor 
and patentee. If he comes in for the benefit of an 
additional discovery, then arises the case of the 
Senator from Tennessee, } In that case he would be 
subject to the stringent rules to which the original 
application was subjected. If the inventorcomes to 
ask for any addition to that for which he originally 
received a patent, and any one else should in the 
mean time have discovered it, he would be debarred 
, from obtaining his patent. 
Mr. BADGER. I think the Senatorfrom Mis- 


| sissippi will see, on a moment's reflection , that there 


I would like to hear the sec- | 


} 


I doubt, however, the propriety of ap- | 
plying the same rule to the application for a patent | 
In the reissue of the patent there || 


This | 
further modifies the rules of the Patent Office so as || 


The | 


isa propriety in the amendment suggested by the 
chairman of the Committee on Patents. It is true, 
as he states, that although a man may be a good 
inventor, he may be a bad lawyer, and may draw 
up his specifications in such a clumsy manner as 
not to include that to which he had a right. But 
then, on the other hand, it may happen that an in- 
ventor, under pretence of amending his original 
specification, may afterwards obtain an addition 
| to his patent for something which was not in the 
original idea, and for which he wae not, therefore, 
entitled toa patent. I think, therefore, that no- 
tice ought to be given, in order to have the right 
'| contested. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 
T would ask that the section of the present patent 
law which relates to that subject be read. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. It is the 13th section, 
and | am about to read it. [I should be very glad, 
|| sir, if the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Tuvaner) 
| would consent to a division of the question, so as 
} to have it taken in the first place upon striking out 
the section to which he proposes to offer a substi- 
tute. I shall go with him for striking out the 
clause; but, after it is stricken out, I will not go 
|| with him to put in what he offers; but instead of 
|| that, I shall propose to put in a clause repealing 
| the 13th section of the act of 1836, which lies at 

the foundation of all the difficulty. Now, sir, f 
wish to read that section, and to show what, if my 
information is correct, has been the practice under 
‘| it, leading to the most abominable frauds, and 
|| laying the foundation of a great deal of litigation, 
some of which is now going on in my own section 


} of the country, and about which | have received 
] letters. The section reads thus: 


“Sec. 13. nd be it further enactel, That whenever any 
| patent which has heretofore been granted, or which shall 
|| hereafter be granted, shall be inoperative or invalid, by rea- 
|| son of a defective or insufficient description or specification, 
lj or by reason of the patentee claiming im bis specification, as 
|; his own invention, more than be had or ehall bave a right 
to claim as new, if the error bas or shall have arisen by in- 
i] advertency, accident, or mistake; and without any fraudu- 
|| lent or deceptive intention, it shall be lawful for the Com- 
| missioner, upon the surrender to him of such patent, and the 
| payment of the further duty of fifteen dollars, to cause a new 
| patent to be issued to the said inventor for the same inven- 
| tion, for the residue of the period then unexpired for which 
i the original patent was granted, in accordance with the 
| tee’s corrected description and specification. And in 
case of his death, or any assignment by him made of the 


giving notice to the public, it will be as it has || original patent, a similar right shall vest in his executors, 
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administrators, or assignees. And the patent so reissued, 
to ether with the corrected description and specifications, 
shall have the same eff-ct and operation in law, on the trial 
of all actions hereafter commenced for causes subvequently 
accruing, as though the same had been originally filed in 
such corrected forin, before the is-uing of the original 


patent.’* 
There lies the foundation, sir, of all the diffi- | 
culty. 
Mr. TURNEY. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him to turn for a moment to another section of | 
that act? He will find. that this reissued patent is | 
only to take effect from its date, and is not to affect 
any pending action, or anything that may be in 
operation at the time. 
* Me. UNDERWOOD. I have turned my atten- 
tion to that, and examined it carefully. Here is 
the difficulty. You issue a patent, and after it has 
been issued, the patentee goes to the Patent Office, 
and files a number of new specifications, embracing 
a great deal of matter which was not inserted in 
the original patent, and he does this upon the 
ground that he omitted to insert these specifications 
in his original application through inadvertence or 
mistake; and then, when he has amended his 
patent in this way, you give it a retroactive opera- 
tion, according to the express language of the act 
of 1836, and make it valid from the original date. | 
The consequence of this ia, in practice, that every 
individual who 3ees any improvement made that | 
he thinks he can embrace by a new specification, | 
by this practice, as | am informed, surrenders his | 
old patent, gives it up, and in his new patent in- | 
serts the new specifications which have been 
brought to his mind by the inventions or improve- 
ments of others, gets them inserted in the new 
patent, and then, under the clause which I have 
read, claims by that retroactive force these new 
i nprovements as being his from the beginning. 
Then, sir, he turns round and sues-everybody who 
may have made these improvements on his original 
invention, and, by the oa of the court, I be- 
lieve, obtains an injunction by virtue of the retro- 
active effect of the act of 1836. 

Now, sir, it does seem to me that the true way 
to correct the evil is not in the manner that this | 
bill attempts to correct it; for, if I have time, | 
will endeavor to show'the objection to it. The 
true mode of correcting the evil is not in the way | 
this bill proposes, but this is the way to do it: 
Le! every patentee stand upon his original patent, 
and, if he says that he has made any improvements, 
or if he says that any mistake has been committed 
by which something was omitted in his original 
patent, let him apply the ordinary course, and get 
a new patent for this improvement or invention | 
which he has made. Now, what objection can | 
there be to that? If you will repeal the thirteenth 
section of the act of 1836, which I propose to do, | 
by inserting a clause to that effect, should the Sen- 
ate agree to strike out the clause proposed to be 


will then leave the inventor, if he makes any im- 
provements, to apply at the Patent Office to get a 
new patent for these improvements, which will 


not have a retroactive effect, enabling them there- || effect ? 


by to cover the inventions of other persons, 

Lam told tnat Mr. Morse, in regard to his inven- | 
tion, has made two surrenders, and got two new 
and retroactive patents, going back to the original 
date of his invention, and covering, as | am told, | 
inventions made by others. [I am also told that 
the celebrated Wood worth patent, about which we 
have had many speeches in the other branch of | 
Congress, some of which | lonked into, kas been | 
reissued time and again, embracing everybody’s 
improvements; and by virtue of this law, having | 
& retroactive effect from the date of the original 
patent, you cannot prevent frauds of this sort. 
And fam told that the Commissioner of Patents | 
acts upon the idea, that ifa thing is proved to him 
by anybody to have been his invention, he goes | 
upon that proof, without contrasting it with the 
counter proof which may be brought to show that | 
the person is not the real inventor of the improve- 
ment which he wants to cover by his amended pa- 
tent. Now, it does seem to me, if | am not greatly 
misinformed in regard to the facts, that the true way | 
of remedying this evil is, to repeal the thirteenth | 
section of the act of 1836, and then let every im- | 
oe to an orginal invention take outa patent for | 

is improvement. He will thsn stand upon the | 
proper foundation; he will then stand where every- | 
ody else stands, and he will not then be permit- 


ted to avail himself of the labors and discoveries | 


™~ 
# 








| plan of this bill is to make them get a new patent 


| aha: ; 
| and give it a retroactive effect. 
stricken out by the Senator frorm Tennessee, you 
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of others, by slipping them into an amendment to 
his patent. 

One remark more, sir, and |havedone. Under 
the act of 1836, if an inventor claimed more than 
he was entitled to, by inserting in his patent or 
claiming that which he was not entitled to, it viti- 
ated the patent, and there was great danger that it 
would be regarded by the courts as a nullity. Bat 
inventors have been relieved from the operation of 
the act of 1836; to this extent, by a subsequent 
statute which provides, in substance, that if there 
be any error or mistake in the original patent, it | 
shall not interfere with what justly and properly 
belongs to the patentee, and of which he is the true 
inventor, but he may relinquish that which he | 
ought not to have inserted in his original patent, 
and, upon the relinquishment, the original patent 
is only for what the patentee really is the inventor 
of, and to which he is entitled. That is all richt, 
and justasit should be. The subsequent act, thus 
amending the act of 1836, secures to every invent- 
or that which. properly belongs to him, and if my 
amendment prevails, you will only throw upon him 
the necessity of getting a new patent every time 
he makes any discovery. 

Now, sir, there is only one possible objection, | 
as I conceive, that can be made to this course, | 
and | beg to anticipate it, in case any Senator | 
should be relying on it. It will be said that | 
under the act of 1836, you only allow these retro- 
active patents, as | may call them, by the surren- 
der of the old and the taking out of a new one, in 
case of inadvertency or mistake, of some oversight 
or unintentional omission. Now, the complaint | 
of the country is, that these renewed patents are 
not founded on oversights, are not founded upon | 
omissions, are not founded apon things which have 
been invented by the patentee, but that they are | 

| 
| 


founded upon inventions or improvements, which 
the patentee is not the author of, and thus he in- 
terferes with the labors of others. The only effect 
of my amendment will be, to make men a little | 
more cautious in taking out their patents. I do | 
not myself believe that patentees are so very neg- | 
ligent in the description of their inventions that | 
| 


clearly what they are entitled to; and if they are 
so very incorrect in their language, and will not 
apply to any of the gentlemen who set up signs 
around the Patent Office to get a proper descrip- | 
tion, it is their negligence in not doing it, and I 
would visit that negligence on their own heads, 
and not give them an opportunity of interfering | 
with others. 
original specifications, and if they find afterwards 
that the original specifications do not embrace 
everything which they are entitled to, let them go 
to the Patent Office and obtain a new patent; but the 


Now | am opposed 
to that. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Do I understand 
the Senator from Kentucky to say that the act of 
1836 gives to new inventions this retroactive 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I think so. 

Mr. DAVIS. lam sorry that I cannot put that 
construction on it; for I had thought that the | 
Senator and myself were on the same side in rela | 
tion to this matter. 1 will read him the last para- | 
graph of the 13th section. After providing for | 
reissue, cases of defective specifications under the | 
rules of the Patent Office, requiring that in cases of | 
compositions or machines the model and compo: | 
sition deposited shall contain everything which is | 
called for in the specification, it comes to the case 
which the Senator from Kentucky has argued: | 


«“ Whenever the original patentee suall be desirous of add- | 
ing the description aud specification of any new inprove- 





ment of the original invention or discovery, which shall have || 


been invented or discovered by him subsequent to the date 

of his patent, be may, like proceedings being had in all re- | 
spects as in the case of original applications, and on the | 
payment of fifteen dollars, as hereinbefore provided, have | 
the same annexed to the original description and specifica. | 
tion ; and the Commissioner shall certify, onthe margin of | 
sach annexed description and specification, the time of its | 
being annexed and recorded ; and the same shall thereatter 
{not heretofore) have the same effect in law, to all intents 
and purposes, as though ithad been embraced in the original | 
description and specification,” 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Will my friend allow | 
me to interrupt him? The gentleman’s argument | 


tion of this evil. 


such an argument. 


My plan is to hold them to the || 


| rep! 
\\ r. TURNEY. 








May 16, 


ae He has taken up only one matter em. 
raced in that clause. Ee has taken the cage 
where a man makes a new invention and wishes 
to amend an old invention. 

Mr. DAVIS. I thought that was the poin: 
under discussion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. He has left ont all in. 
advertencies and accidental omissions; all the mis. 
takes under which all the frauds are committed: 

Mr. DAVIS. Oh! I did not understand the 
Senator 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I beg leave to explain 
if the honorable Senator will allow me. 4 

Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 1 will give way for 
an explanation. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I did not read atall that 
part of the clause which the honorable Senator has 
read. I have read it many times, but I did not 
read it now, because it does not fie at the founda- 
The gentleman should have read 
the foregoing part of the section. I will read it 
for him: 

* And the patent so reissued, together with the corrected 





| description or specification, shall have the same effect and 


operation in all actions hereafter commenced, and for 
causes subsequently accruing, as though the same had been 
originally filed,’ &e. 

The gentleman, if he recollects my argument, 
will see that it applied to cases got up under this 
provision of the 13th section, and not under the 
latter description of cases where a new invention 


| has been made. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator's 


|| argument, then, went to cases of a patentee steal- 


ing the inventions of others who were in bis neizh- 
borhood. I did not sounderstand him; but I did 
suppose, what the Senator admits, that he had not 
read the last paragraph of section 13, and [ thought 
that if he had read it he would never have made 
For it is for cases of new in- 

ventions or discoveries alone that provision is made 
| in the last paragraph of section 13; all that precedes 
| it relates to the correction of the specification of 
| things originally discovered; and if they were not 
original discoveries, | ask the Senator, does he sup- 


: : || pose that by any law he can guard more efficient! 
they cannot in the first instance set out pretty || P yet 6 y 


| against frauds by patentees than can the examiners 
| in the Patent Office, who have the models, compo- 
| sitions, or drawings, as the case may be, before 
| them, and with whom it is the buginess of life to 
learn what is in the original patent; whether the in- 
vention is new, whether the specification is defec- 
tive; or whether an additional specification covers 
anything not contained in the original patent? 
Mr. TURNEY. I promised yesterday that if 
this bill was made the special order for this morn- 
ing, it should be postponed if not disposed of at 


'| the hour for proceeding to the regular order of the 


day. That hour has now arrived, and | therefore 
move that the further consideration of this subject 
be postponed until to-morrow at half-past 12 
o’clock. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [ask my friend from 
Tennessee to allow me two or three minutes to 
to the Senator from Mississippi. 

I am equally desirous of re- 
prying myself, but I must press my motion. 

| ‘he further consideration of the question was 
on postponed until to-morrow at half- past twelve 
| o’clock. 

THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 

of the special order of the day, being the bill to 
| admit California as a State into the Union, to es- 
| tablish territorial governments for Utah and New 





|| Mexico, and making proposals to Texas for the 


| establishment of her wesiern and northern bound- 
| aries. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 
the amendment which 4 offered yesterday, and 
which | endeavored to explain, having, as it seems 
to me, been misconceived, and not wishing to make 
a contest upon the terms—seeking the object which 
| 1 avowed in the remarks I made, and having for 
| the present, at least, no other purpose than that 


‘| which | avowed, and which I still believe to be 
|| the plain intent of the amendment which I offered 


yesterday—I will, with the permission of the Sen- 
ate, offer a substitute for the amendment I offered, 
leaving in the bill all which it now contains, but 
adding in the sixth line, after the word “ slavery, 


is perfectly unanswerable in the way that he puts || a proviso which affects that clause. I send the 


it; perfactly so, but it does not touch the case | | 


substitute to the Secretary in order that it may be 


supposed. He must take the wholc clause, if he || read. . 








1850. ESSIONAL GLOBE. 1019 
7 ansehen oe — ee y ere mn oo — ge OR Se eens 
i 

: The section as reported by the committee, is ag | The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman vote with | claim, and it wat therefore paid, «jn Comformity With lav 

cr ta follows: the mnjority? ‘ | wd Reet That the act aforesaid dig HOTANHOFIZe the 
. ~ i} = - | e , q ’ 7 
wi oa “Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the legislative || Mr. DUER. There was no division; I do not || Secretary of tre Treasury ( PAY interest ou sid atm, and | 
Sheg power of said territory shail extend to all Fghtful subjects of || know that | voted at all, | ts PAY MeNE Was nor «  COMMOTMUY With jaw or Pr ce- 

legislation consistent with the Constitution of the United 1} Mr. PR ESTON KI NG . 
e Point States and the provisions of this act; but nO IAW shall be || 
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- Was not the same 


+ ‘ ‘ : 

assed interfering with the primary disposal of the soil, nog |} Motion made yesterday by my colleague? [Mr. | The Statement of facts contained in thie report 
[, rompect to Afeteoe slavery. No tax shall be imposed upon || nomey | ats agreed to by Mr. Bunt, Mr. Brece, Mr, 
all in. ine property of the United States,” &o. The § EAKER. The motion was made by |/ Conran, Mr. GRINNELL, Mp Jackson, and Mr, 
the mis. Mr. Davis yesterday Proposed to strike out the || the gentleman from New York, and Withdrawn. | James G. Kine; and disagreed to, in part, by Mr. 

ited: words “in respect to African slavery,” and to in. | © motions to reconsider were entered on the | Visney, Mr. Fearnersroy, and Mr. Many. 
and the eet ths words: Journal, and lie over, he first resolution was azreed to hy My suRT, 
expla; * With those rights of property which grow out of the in. PRIVATE CALENDAR. | Mr. Diswey, Mr. Fearnensroy, Mr. Jacwson, 

Xp ain, stitution of African slavery, as it exists in any of the States 





hand Mr. Mann; and disegreeu to by Mr. Con. 
of the Union.” 


Mr. DANIEL resumed the floor, and moved 








Vers 


table, and | give notice that | shall offer it at the || tives of George Galphin he Printed, motion of the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr, 
anes rriate time | Task (said Mr. B.) the adoption of that resolu. || Burt] to be to print the 
at if "Mr RUSK I move that the amendment of the || tion by the House. |] am instructed by the com. company ing documents, 


} ' | Rap, Mr, Breck, Mr, Grinnenn, and Mr. King, 
Way for He now modifies that amendment by restoring | House resolve Itself’ into Committee of | The second resolution was “greed to unani- 
the section to its original state, and after the word | the hole on the state of the Union, for the con. | mously. 
tall that “slavery” proposes to add the following: sideration of the bills on the Private Calendar. The third resolution waa agreed toby Mr. By RT, 
mn has “ Provided, That nothing contained in this section shall | REPORT ON THE Ga LPHIN CLAIM ; maey, Mr. d daeasron, ay Jackson, 
“1d not . d as to prevent the territorial | islatare from || . . : | and } iN; and disaere ‘d to by r. Dree 
so construed a t eg | | C r. ANN; a “ree vi RECK 
founda. oadeaal Police or other laws, or Providing such reime. | Me, BURT rose (he said) ‘© & question which |/ Mr. Conran, Mr. Grower and Mr. Kiwe 
AVE read vin, as may protect the uwners of African slaves in said || might be a privileged question, © desired to Mr BRECK from the binaa committee, pre 
read it territory, or who may remove to said territory, tin the enjoy- | make a report from the select committee, raised . wns s } ate » pre 
ment of such rights aa they MAY possess under the Consti- || at the instigation of the Secretary of War to in. || Sented an argument, ceonclud eg as fo ‘OWa: 
tution and laws of the United States.» | he i f th fi i h Ist. That the claim was J4st, and that the Government 
COrreCtod ‘OOTE. Bef, Vai ence the remarks || VeStigate the conduct o that officer, ang other cir. || was under an equitanie Obligation tw pay it, 
Piteet ang Mr. FO . erore IT comm 7 . | Cumstances connected with the 8llowance of the 2. That the Milerest, as we Ii as the Principal, have been 
bh RH fp which I invend to address to the Senate, In contin- II alphin Claim. | paid in Conformity to jaw Aid Precedens, 
had been vation of those which I was making when the | Mr. DANIEL with lrew hin motion. The undervigned, 48 Appears from the report of the con. 
Senate adjourned yesterday, I wish to offer an | Mr. BURT asked ior the decision of the Speaker mittee, fully concur in he “tea ‘BRECK in, 
cument, amendment to the bill, ° | upon the point, whether the report he proposed to » CoM ¢ ONRADS 
. . j , - ‘. 
der this The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in || make was not a question of Privilege ? JAMES G. KING, 
der the order to move any amendment until that which is | The SPEA KER. The Chair is of the opinion JOSEPH GR NW ELL 
iVention now before the Senate be disposed of. || that the report of the gentleman from South Caro. || Mr, DISNEY, from the same committer, pre. 
Mr. FOOTE. Then I give notice that when tha | ina is in order as a Privileged question, Sented an argument, signed by himeelt, Messrs, 
enator’s proper time arrives, | Shall move to amend the | r. BUR’ am directed, Mr Speaker, to || FEaTHERSsTon, and Many, concluding with the 
C€ Steal. tenth section in the sixth line. [The terms of the | make to the House the following report. J feel ix || following, viz: 
S neigh. amendment we Were not able ta obtain. . || my duty to Say to the House that upon the resoly. We recommend the adoption of the following 
4; , . 
ut I did Mr. CLEMENS. } wish also to Stve notice of "tons reported to the House, the entire Committee |! resolutions: 
had not My Intention to offer the following amendment: '| have not been able to agree; and upon certain || 4, Resolved, That the claim of George Galphin WAS One 
thought “Strike ont of the 39th Section, from the &th to the 224 || questions, and Particularly those Which relate to || that tie United States was us der uw obligation to PAY prior 
ad ae - ; : | | te the Passage of the “et of 1S43. wirig h HU butiged and rr 
€ made line ad ae a id State of T halt be || € payment of ¢ © Principal and interest of that || quired the payment of tha Prinerpd onty 
1eW jn. “Ist. The houn aries of the said s tate o exas shall be | : Ht a 1 se eee . 
Smad confirmed and acknowledged as settied by her law o limits, || Claim, a tversity of opinion €XISt8 In the com 2 Resolved, Trat the iMterest there; Was paid without 
nl ean passed hy her Congress. in 1836, and the rovereignty over || mittee. A Majority of the committee not being ) Authority 2 eee UShge, ee ‘ 
ecedes the whole of the territory included in said boundary sivaij able to avree upon any argument, gentlemen have at en or hte ‘ents . - hy any eet x 
ton of be one heat ae pee Sta Raweah white in. || Pf€pared written arguments in Support of the con. Uoverament Onlees ¢ Xpressly directed hy jaw. eet OF the 
Te not “24. That, for the Safety and comfor 0 e - . o ed, That ©. — pa 
e sup. habitants, and to enable the Governme nt of the United Clusions to whic h they have come, Iam INStructed 4. remeaeee That ¢ : were a a " a law Prohibit ng 
§ States the better to repress Indian depredations, and other- | by the committee to ask that the House adopt the {| — tt pase i oe ~ uwet pom a a ona . Chum of 
lently Wise control them in such manner as the peace of the I} resolutions which NOW send to the Chair. | eran eee Cuties cee hes pedend while they may 
ners country may require, the a Indian tribes pane cee I] he SPEA KER, e gentleman from South I he thus 4a 80CiALEd together ig the Ad Mitietration Ol the 
Mpo- State shall be collected and removed to that part of the {| Olina rep (8 the foll wing ; Olutio f, th | Government 
efore State of Texas whieh lies north of the 34th paratiet of north || Car 4 reports the fo o § 'esolution rom the ls Rk lred That we secemss ! the om he 
; Jatiinde; and such collection and removai shall be made select committee: I abit edeentas drticine oe cian . oa a . wg 
fe to under the authority and at the expeuse of the United || Resolved, That the written arguments of the differeng || M*king eae wie one “ho tite ditler 
. . | ? ; : 5 1} ent departments, and regulating the right of appeal, &&. 
€ In- States,” | Members of the committee on the Subject of the Payment n" 3PRAK PED . e 
efec. I wish the amendment now to be laid upon the |) of the Principal and interest or the claim of the representa. || The SE EAKER Stated that he undersiogd the 
i | 
| 


Several reports and ac. 





explanations were made by Mr, FOOTE and Mr. | ry i on m4 Speaker's table, and ordering 
DA VIS, 0 Mississippi | them to he Printed, 


e- Withoutconeluding, Mr. CLEMENS gave way | 
f | 
I 


le discussed at length the history of the Gal. 
phin claim, and Bave it from 1773 "P to 1848, wh. n 
/ got through Congress jy, August, op the last 
| night of the session. The Principal, he contended, 


and not that they be laid 
orn- Senator from Alabama be printed, as it appears to || Mittee further to ask that their report be laid on on the tab e, but be Placed on the Speaker's table, 
f at me to be a very important amendment. the table and be printed; and, as SOON as the re. || Where they could be called UP at any lime by the 
the he mation to print was agreed to. | Port and documents which accompany It, shall be || Vote of a majority of the House. 
ore Mr. FOOTE foe. resumed and conelnded the | Printed, the committee wi] feel it their duty to Mr, BROOKS obtained the floor, and (amid 
ject speech which he began yesterday, [His Speech || Move that they be taken up for the Purpose of || various interruptions on Points of pruer) proceeded 
12 will be found in the Appendix. } || being referred or considered by the House. to address the House—jn remarks, a report of 
Mr. CLEM ENS next proceeded to address the | _ The St EAKER. The question will be on lay- | which is necessarily deferred, but will appear in 

Dm Senate, and in the course of his remarks various |/ Ng the reports of the majority and ininority of the the Appendix, 

to 


|. Mr. CONGER desired to inquire when it would 
for a motion to proceed to the consideration o be in order to take up the report if it were now 


Xecutive business, 
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Said he would like to hear the 








| laid on the table as Proposed by the Chairman of was never due from the United States; and if due 
: : || the Committee ? | from an quarter, due from the State of Georgia. 
wae which, the Senate adjourned to Monday Hi The SPEA KER replied, that in the opinion of | But Geuegla had ney er acknowledged it; 
|| the Chair it would be in order to cali it Up at any || contrary, repudiated jit jn every form. Mr, 
| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV Es, an let he inner iP ey oF enna taT 1649, 
e Sacy of mischie} to the 
| Friway, May 17, 1850. | report read, . | incoming Administration” The Principal was 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || The SPEAKER Stated that it wag very long, || 43,518 97: the interest $191,352 g9 ©, na, from 
‘| Mr. CA RTTER said he would like to hear the ||| . “une, 1775. That Principal and that interest, Mr. 
|| report read, and asked if it was not in order to - Coniended, were both wrongfully Paid; and as 
RECIPROCITY AND FREE NAVIGATION, || have it read before the House Proceeded to dis- {| to the interest, he cited the authority Of Attorneys 
r. DUER rose, he said, to a Privileged ques- || cuss it, ; | General Wirt, Legare, Critte, den, and of Comp. 
tion, | The SPEAKER Said, if the reading was insisted troller Whittles, y- He then Went on te discuss 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New || on he would put the question to the House whether || Mr. Crawford's connection with the Claim, and 
ork will state his question. | it should be read or not, | cited Mr, Monroe's Suthority to show that the 
i The report presented by Mr. Bort, which was || connection of an executive Officer with a claim was 
signed by himself and Mr. ACKSON, concluded as i improper. He then vindicated the President frog 
| follows; 
Clly in trade with Canada and to the free navigation || Phe commiltee have thas performed aij the duties im. 
St. wrence, was referred to the Commis. I] posed on thenttoy the House, ex€epting those Which relate 
tee of the Whole on the State of the Union. He || ' the payment og the Principal and interest of the elainn 





pired, Mr. having referred to the Impossibility 
| of Sng the whole Case to the House Within 
|| the conclusion expressed in the following resolutions, the hour to which he was limited by the rule— 
| Which they recommend the Honse to adopt : | Mr. SWEETSER 
€ made a Similar Motion relative to the refer. |} _ Tet. Resotred, That the chim of the representatives of 1] pended, for the Purpose of allowing the §*nteman 
ence of the President's message on the same sub. are Gatphiar was net a just demand against the United |) to pent his whole argument. 
Ject—whieh motion he wished disposed of in the || "sa. Reolved That the Act of Congress made it the duty The SPEAKER said, that no Motion 60 Suspend 
= y- Treasury te Pay the principal of said I the rules was in order to-day. 


~ || under consideration, On that sy ject the have com to 
id not Propose to ask that the Motion be con. | "" " y io 
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Mr. B. proceeded with his remarks. 
The hour having expired, 


He 


on the Galphin claim, obtained the floor. 


said that, after the remarks which had been made |) 


by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,] | 


he (Mr. B.) was sure that the House would see | 
the necessity, not only in justice to the committee | 
itself, but toa correct underatanding of the facts of | 


the case, that the report of the committee should 
be read. 


It is not for me (continued Mr. B.) to conjec- | 
ture to what sources the gentleman from New | 


York [Mr. Brooks] may have applied himself for 
the information which he has detailed here to-day. 
It is enough for me to say, that in that labor of 
love in which the gentleman says he has toiled 
with so much zest, he has not had the aid of any 
member of the select committee. It is not for me, 


I say, to conjecture whence the information which | 
But I sup- || 
pose that gentlemen on the other side of the House, | 


the gentleman possesses was derived. 


if they have aa much penetration and sagacity as 


1 attribute to them, will have no very great diffi- | 
culty in conjecturing and ascertaining what these || 


sources of information are. However that may 
be, it is no concern of mine. It is not the concern 
or business of the committee, how the members 


of the Cabinet stood towards the President, or how || 
the President stands towards this claim. This is | 


a matter for the House and the country. I desire 
that the House and the country may know the 
manner in which the committee has discharged its 
duties; and [ therefore move that the report of the 
committee be read. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 


read, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that || 


the reading of all the reporte, of the majority and 
minority of the committee, is called for. 

[Cries over the House, ‘* Read all—read every- 
thing.’’] 

Mr. BURT then ascended the Clerk’s table and 
read the report. 

{For the several reports, see Appendix.] 

The report having been read, 

Mr. MOREHEAD called for the reading of the 
minority repert. 

Mr. BURT. 1 desire to say that there is no 
minomty report as to the facts of the case. 
I may consider myself authorized to say, that 
there is no disagreement as to any particular fact, 
or as to the statement of any particular fact. The 
only point of disagreement is connected with what 
was supposed to be an intimation of opinion by 
the committee. As to the facts, | do not under- 


stand that there is any disagreement whatever | 


among the members of the committee. 

Mr. CARTTER interposed, and inquired what 
papers had been reported ? And he called for the 
reading of the arguments. 

Mr. BURT. I was going to say, whenI was 


interrupted by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. | 


CartTTer,] that the committee could not agree as 


a committee; that is to say, no five members could | 
agree as to the precise argument Which led to the | 
The | 
chairman of the committee, so far as he knows, | 
witn but one of the majority of the committee, has | 


conclusions expressed in the resolutions. 


prepared an argument upon the legal questions— 


that is to say, an argument which seeks to show || 


that this claim was not a just demand against the 
United States; that the principal was paid in ac- 


cordance with law and precedent, because it was | 


paid under the imperative terms of the act of 
1848; and that the interest-—— 


Mr. CARTTER (interposing) rose, he said, | 


to a question of order. He submitted to the Chair, 
whether the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Burt] was speaking to any question before the 
House? The reading of all the reports had been 
resolved upon by the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Cerolina [Mr. Burt] was recognized by the Chair, 
and is enutled to the floor. The gentleman yield- 
ed for the purpose of having the reports read, and 
if the point of order is insisted upon, the reports 
must be read. The Chair understood that the 
gentleman from South Carolina is explaining the 
character of the remaining reports, which have not 
been read. 

Mr. BURT. If the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Canrrer) will restrain his impatience for a very 


THE CONGR 


few moments, I shal! have closed the few remarks | 
|| which I now desire to make. I do not propose to || 
Mr. BURT, chairman of the select committee || 


I think || 











make a speech. I desire to say that, upon these 
questions, all arguments, (for they cannot be called 
reports, because, as I have intimated, none of 


members of the committee,) written arguments, | 
say, have been submitted. One has been submit- 
ted by the gentleman from Kenweky, [Mr. 
Breck,] as containing the views of a minority of 
_ the committee on these questions. The chairman 
of the committee, as I have already stated, has 
also prepared an argument; and so, also, has the 
honorable gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Dtsnevy,] 
on these questions. This isanother matter. That 
| which has been read is the report of the commit- 
| tee; and I am sure it will be very gratifying to the 
| members of the committee, if the arguments which 
led to the conclusions expressed in the resolutions 
could be heard by the House, 
Cries: ‘* Read,’’ **read.”’ 
Mr. BRECK then ascended the Clerk’s plat- 
| form, and read his report. 
The reading having been concluded— 
Mr. DISNEY ascended the Clerk’s platform, for 


| the purpose of reading his report. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON said, he desired to state | 


| before the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Disney] 
commenced reading his report, that he (Mr. F.) 
had signed and concurred in it, and that it would 
| show what his objections were to the first report 
read by the chairman of the committee, (Mr. 
Burt.] That the first report read by Mr. Burt 
showed upon its face how far he (Mr. F.) approved 


\| of it. 
I hope that 
the other arguments, if not too long, will also be | 


Mr. DISNEY then read his argument. 

The reading having been concluded— 

Mr. BURT said, | desire to say, that an argu- 
ment embracing the views of Mr. Jackson and 
myself was prepared by myself, in accordance 
with my sense of duty, and was submitted to the 
committee before the other arguments were pre- 
sented. I do not ask the House to have that 
| report read. The hour is growing late, and the 
|, House has heard very much of the subject to-day. 
| Lam content that my argument should be printed 
with the others. 

As to the resolutions which have been presented 
by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Disney,] that 
gentleman will do me the justice.to say that they 
were not at any time submitted to the committee. 
| | have not until this time heard anything of these 

resolutions. 1 do not know whether the com- 
mittee or myself would have approved of them. 
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these arguments have been concurred in by five || 


| 


| L understand them to be offered as the suggestions || 


of the gentleman from Ohio, and of those who | 


‘agree with him. They certainly never were be- | 
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entirely concur in the resolutions, they were no, 
drawn up and written by myself, but by one of 
the gentlemen whose names are signed to the re. 
port. Neither the gentleman from South Caroling 
(Mr. Burr,] nor any other gentleman, excery 
those whose names appear in approval of them, jg 
responsible for those resolutions, or for the good 
|| or the evil which may result from them. 
|| _ Mr. BURT, (interposing.) The gentleman wii 
|| do me the justice to say that I was not consulted 
|| about these resolutions at all. All I desired to 
| say, in reference to them was, that they had not 
been before the committee, and had neither been 
| rejected nor approved by them. I simply wish 
| to say this, and that I understood them to be 
| the suggestions of the gentlemen who signed them, 
| Mr. DISNEY repeated, that these resolutions 
| were not drawn up by himself, but by one of the 
| gentlemen whose name was appended to the report 
| which he had just read; they were submitted to 
| him (Mr. D.) and he approved them; and no other 
| gentleman than those who signed this report, he 
| repeated, were responsable for these resolutions 
| either for good or for evil. 
| A motion was here made, that when the House 
| adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday. 





} 
| 
i} 


| 


Mr. JONES said, he wished to suggest upon this 
| motion, that there were some gentlemen who 
| were desirous that the House should meet to-mor. 
| row, with the understanding that they go into 
, Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and make speeches on the California question, and 
| thatthey would not request the attendance of those 
| who wished to be absent. There were some gen- 
| tleman who wished to make speeches and then to 
go home. 

The motion to adjourn over was withdrawn. 

Mr. WENTWORTH addressed the Chair and 
was recognized. 

Before he submitted any remarks, he said he 
wished to know when these reports would come u 
| again, if they should now be laid on the table? 
| The SPEAKER said, if the direction suggested 
| by the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Burt] 
|| were given to the subject—if the reports were or- 
|| dered to be printed and laid on the Speaker’s table, 
| they could be called up any time when the ma- 
|| jority of the House saw fit; for the Chair con- 
i sidered it a privileged question. 
|| Mr. TOOMBS (Mr. Wenrworrtn yielding) 
|| said he desired that.there should be some under- 
1 standing that this thing should not take the direc- 
| tion of laying on the Speaker’s table, not to be 
| reached again. He desired to reply to some of 
the arguments which had been .advanced, espe- 
cially by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Brooks,] in order that the subject might be fully 


fote the committee in any shape for their action 
or consideration. The only resolutions adopted 
by the committee, were those which I have had 
the honor to report to-day. I move that the argn- 
‘| ments read by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
| [Mr. Breck,] and by the gentleman from Ohio, 


| 


| hold in my hand, (and which, as I have stated, 
expresses the views of Mr. Jackson and myself,) 
together with the report of the committee this 
| morning made, lie on the Speaker’s table and be 
printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, obtained the 
floor—but yielded to 

Mr. GRINNELL, who suggested that the 
motion to print should embrace any other docu- 
ments accompanying the report of the committee. 

Mr. BURT. My motion this morning included 
| all the documents accompanying the report of the 
| committee. 
Mr. STEPHENS then resumed the floor. He 
| had risen, he said, for the object which had been 
| an'icipated by the gentleman from Massachusetis, 
| (Mr. Grinnett.] He (Mr. S.) understood the 
| gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Burt] to 
| say that the motion submitted by him this morn- 
| ing included the printing of all the documents 
| accompanying the report. 

Mr. BURT. That was my motion.’ 
| Mr. DISNEY. It seems proper that I should 
|| say a single word of explanation, in reply to the 
observations made by the gentleman from South 
|| Carolina [Mr. Burr] in relation to the resolutions 
|| appended to the report which I have had the 
|| honor to present. The gentleman says that the 
1 resolutions were never submitted or read to the 
|} committee. It is proper to say, that although I 


[Mr. Disney,] and the arguments which I now |; 


|| and fairly presented to the country. He hoped it 
| would be understood that the House was not dis- 
| posed to tolerate the attempt to smuggle one 
| speech before the country, as the gentleman from 
| New York had done, without a very full discus- 
|| sion. 
| ‘The SPEAKER stated that he wished the mat- 
‘| ter distinctly understood. If the House acqui- 
| esced in the view of the Speaker, in case the 
report went upon the Speaker’s table, regarding it 
|| a8 a privileged question, it would come up wher- 
|| ever the majority of the House desired it. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH wished to call the atten- 
| tion of the House to the fact, that under the rules 
y which they were governed, and which had 
een adopted for particular purposes, when any- 
thing got upon the Speaker’s table no man could 
| tell when it would be reached in order. He be- 
|| lieved there were already on the Speaker’s tablea 
| great many privileged questions; who could tell 





ib 
| b 


when this would be reached if it were sent there 
|| also? He thought, therefore, that the proper dis- 
position of this matter would be, to make it the 
| special order for some particular day, so that 
| every man in Congress,and the whole country, 
| might know when it was tocome up. He wanted 
to be here and record his vote upon it; many gen- 
tlemen wanted to be absent from the city for 4 
| short time, to whom it was very important to 
know upon what precise day this subject would 
again be taken up. He cared not what day was 
named; but as he had the floor, and there was no 
knowing who would get it next, if any gentleman 
would suggest any suitable day, he would move 
that this subject be made the special order for that 
day. 
After a momentary conversation, in which Mr. 
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Dver, the SPEAKER, and Mr. Wentworth partici- 
ated— 


P Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the reports 


of the majority and of the minority of the com- | 
mittee be made the special order for the 4th Tues- | 


day in June, and to continue from day to day 


until disposed of. . 
sustain him, he would move the previous question. 


He inquired if the motion was debatable ? 
The SPEAKER said, the motion to make this 


eubject a special order, could only be entertained || 
If the gentleman from Il- | 


by unanimous consent. 
jnois desired to move that this subject be made 


the special order for the fourth Tuesday in June, || 


the Chair would put the motion, unless objection 


were made. ‘ 
Mr. SACKETT said, he understood that there 
was already a special order for the fourth Tuesday 


in June 


The SPEAKER stated that there was no spe- 
cial order for that day. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON moved to amend by fix- | 


ing the second Wednesday in June for the special 


fer. 
Me WENTWORTH demanded the previous 
estion. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said the 
previous question could not be demanded, for the 


motion to make the special order could not be |. 


made, except by unanimous consent. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has so stated. 


The Chair understands that there is no objection | 


to the reception of the motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON objected. 

A brief conversation occurred upon the point of 
order, whether the objection of Mr. Tuompson 
was not too late, and whether the motion to make 
the special order should not be considered as al- 


ready received and now beyond the power of ob- | 


jection of a single member. 
The SPEAKER decided, that having propound- 
ed the question to the House, whether there were 


any objection to the motion, and having heard no | 
objection, and the motion having been received, it || 
was now in order and beyond the power of objec- || 


tion. 


Mr. MASON inquired if this subject would not || 
be the first in order when the House again met, if || 


it now adjourned ? 
The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 
Mr. MASON moved that the House adjourn. 
The question was taken, and the motion was re- 
jected. 


The question recurred on seconding the demand | 


for the previous question. 
Pending which, 


A motion was made that when the House ad- || 


journ it adjourns to meet on Monday. 


The yeas and nays were asked on this motion, || 


and refused, 


Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 


Sueprerp and Gerry were appointed. 


The question was taken and the tellers reported | J 


ayes 72, noes 73. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the demand for the previous question, and was de- 
cided in the affirmative, without a division. 

So there was a second. 

Mr. BURT. [ understand, although probably 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wentworrts] 


did not so express it, that his motion includes the 
motion to print. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. Certainly. 1 include 
everything, 


The question, ‘* Shall the main question be now, 
taken?” was put, and decided in the affirmative, 


without a division. 


So the House decided that the main question | 


should now be taken. 


And the first branch of the main question having 


been taken, 


The report and all the accompanying documents 
were ordered to lie on the Speaker’s table and be 


printed, 


The question then recurred on making the report || 


the special order for a day certain. 


And the question was first taken on the amend- || fore appointed to investigate certain charges made | 
ment of Mr. Fearuersron, that the report be | 
made the special order for the Wednesday after 

© second Tuesday in June, and was decided in 


th 
the negative. 


If he thought the House would | 


| made the special order for the fourth Tuesday in | Mr. TOOMBS, Does the Speaker hold that 

‘| June, and from day to day thereafter it until it | the committee has power to report at any ime? 

| shall have been finally disposed of. The SPEAKER adverted to the decision here- 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, demanded | tofore made, and stated that, since the charges had 

the yeas and nays. been made, the question had been recognized by 

‘| And Mr. T. moved that the House do now ad- | the House as a privileged question. Therefore, 

| journ. But, he said, before he submitted the | the committee had power to report at any time. 

i] motion, he desired to be informed by the Speaker Mr. OLDS. I move that the further consider- 

|| whether, if the House should now adjourn, this || ation of the report be postponed until Monday 

|| would be the first business in order to-morrow | Week, and that the report be printed. 

morning. Mr. JONES. Before the printing is ordered, I 
The SPEAKER replied, that it would be the | 95K for the reading of the report, 

| first business in order. And thereupon, without further action— 

|| Mr.'THOMPSON. Then I withdraw my mo- || The House adjourned. 

|| tion to adjourn, but I insist on the demand for the || 

|| yeas and nays on the motion of the gentleman 

from Hlinois, (Mr. Wentrwortn,] to make this | The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 

|| Subject the special order. | presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 

|| A motion was now made that when the House | priate committees: 

| “eo sen Sar uae Guus caked nd cobmed. | By Mr. COLE: The petition of A. _Finch, Jr., and #1 

. other citizens of Milwaukee, asking Congress to remit a 
The SPEAKER was about to take the question. | judgment against Sylvester ettibone. 


4 . . Also, the petition of D. A. Mackenzie and 136 other citi- 
Mr. STANLY asked, if the question was on | gens of Potosi, asking Congress for an appropriation for the 


| improvement of Potosi harbor, 


| The SPEAKER. No; it is on the motion to | _ Also, the petition of J. Craig and 86 other citizens of 
|| Grant county, for the same object. 


| adjourn to Monday. \ Also, the petition of Nelson Barnum and 48 other citizens, 
And the question was then taken, and decided || asking Congress for an appropriation to open aud take a 

in the affirmative—ayes 72, noes 59. | road trom Green Bay to Fort Wilkins at Copper harbor. 
So the House resolved that when it adjourned, Also, the petition of James Stecie and others, praying 


. , Congress to admit no more slave States. 
| : . 
|| it would adjourn to Monday. Also, the petition of C. M. ‘Tinker and others, for the 


| Mr. JONES rose, and addressed the Chairina | = ee be é3 fala — 

i} . io ! Also, the petition 0 ames Steele and others, praving 

i] remark, or with . mou n, not heard. : Congress to inhibit slavery and the slave trade in all the ter- 

‘|| Mr. SCHENCK rose, and suggested (jocu- || ritories ot the United States. 

} larly) that perhaps it might be requisite to submit | soa the petition of C. M. Tinker and others for the same 
: : : | Object. 

| a ae ae eee the ine by which Also, the petition of James Steele and others, asking Con- 

| ae an an po : that au oe table}. tO || gress to secure by law the right of trial by jury to alleged 

| onday, an to ay that motion on the table. 

The SPEAKER said he would recognize no || 





PETITIONS, &e. 


| 
‘| the special order? 


fugitivesiaves., 
Also, the petition of C. M. ‘Tinker and others, for the same 
‘ || object. 
|| member until order had been restored. || Also, the petition of James Steele and others, praying 
{| Mr. OGLE. I move that the House adjourn. ’ | Cougress to repeal all laws now existing for the support of 
‘| TheSPEAKER. That motion is already pend- | ‘very in the District of Columbia. 


ing. Aigo, the petition of C. M. ‘Tinker and others, for the same 


object. 

By Mr. BISSELL: The petition of the officera and pri- 
vates of the Mormon battalion, praying that they be allowed 
their traveling expenses from Puebla de los Angeles to 
Council Bluffs. 

Also, the petition of T. B. Hurlburt and others, citizens 
residing in upper Alton, Illinois, praying the abolition and 
prohibition of slavery and the slave trade in the territories 
of the United States. 

| Also, a petition from the same, praying that the privilege 
oft trial by jury may be allowed to persons arrested az fugi- 
| tive slaves. 

A's0, a petition from the same, against the admission of 
any more slave States into the Union. 

Also, a petition from the same, in favor of the repeal of 
all laws authorizing or sanctioning slave trade or slavery in 
the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. GERRY: The petition of citizens of Townsend, 
Middlesex county, Massachusetts, in favor of cheap postage. 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 66 citizens of Wayne 
county, Indiana, praying Congress to prohibit slavery and 
the slave trade in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of 66 citizens of the same county, pray- 


. || ing Congress to refuse the admission of any more slave 
He made that motion. || ¢ 8 y 


And the question was taken, and decided in the | 

|| negative. 

|| So the House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON rose to put a question 

to the Chair. He had understood the Speaker to 

| state, that this was a privileged question, 

||. The SPEAKER. The Chair has so decided. 

| Mr. FEATHERSTON. Can it be taken up || 

|| without the vote of a majority? i 

| The SPEAKER. It cannot. * 

| Mr. FEATHERSTON. Then it will require | 

| a vote of a majority to take it up? i} 

The SPEAKER. It will—unless it shall be | 
made a special order, 


And the question, ‘* Will the House adjourn? 
|| was taken, and decided in the negative—ayes 65, 
noes 72. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then again recurred on the motion 
that the report of the committee be made the 
|| special order of the day for the fourth Tuesday in 
|| June, and for each succeeding day thereafter until 
finally disposed of. 

Mr. JONES moved that the motion be laid upon 
the table. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 25, noes 92. 
| So the House decided that the motion should 
| not be laid upon the table. 
| The question again recurring on the motion for 
| a special order, 

Mr. OGLE said he believed a motion to ad- 


journ was now in order. 








i} lates. 

| By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of Dr. John 8. Banson 
and 24 others, citizens of the city of New York, in favor of 
the reduction of letter postage to two cents prepaid. 

| By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of Cath- 

| arine Blevins, of Tennessee, widow of Henry Blevins, pray- 
ing Congregs to grant her a pension. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, May 20, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


INVASION OF CUBA. 


Mr. INGE asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to introduce a resolution, and gave notice 


The question was then taken on the motion of || that if objection was made, he should move a sus- 


5 . . _ || pension of the rules. , 
Bir. 'W aarrwenre Gnd wes Cocided in the affirm || The resolution was read for information, (and 


will be found recorded in a subsequent part of this 
day’ proceedings.) 
he resolution having been read— 
Objection was made to its reception, and the 
|| regular order of business was called for. 
So the resolution was nut received. 
Mr. INGE moved a suspension of the rules. 
The SPEAKER said the motion could not now 
] against R. E. Horner, Doorkeeper of the House _ be entertained. 
|| of Representatives, made a report. | Mr. INGE gave notice that, when the motion 
‘|| The SPEAKER. What disposition does the | should be in order, he would submit it. 
Mr. KAUFMAN rose, he said, to a privileged 





'| tive, without a division. 
|| So the report was made the special order of the 
|| day for the fourth Tuesday of June next, and | 
i from a to day thereafter, until it shall have been || 
isposed of. i] 


i} finally 
THE DOORKEEPER. 
Mr. OLDS, from the select committee hereto- || 


|| gentleman propose to make of the report? 
So the amendment was rejected. | Mr. JONES ieuepenl to inquire of the Speak- , question. ; 
he question then recurred on the original | er whether this was a privileged question? . | The SPEAKER said there was already « privi- 
Motion of Mr. Wentworrn, that the report be; The SPEAKER. t e Chair thinks it is. |, leged question pending. 
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CASE OF MR. HORNER. 

The SPEAKER stated the busineas first in or- 
der to be the report made on Friday last by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Orps,] from the select 
committee heretofore appointed to investigate cer- 


tain charges made against Robert E. Horner, || 


acting Doorkeeper of the House of Represent- 
alives. 


tofore made by 
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‘ | think that Horner’s falsehoods and tergiversa- | 
The pending eee was on the motion here- | 
Mr. Oxps to postpone the further | 


consideration of the report to a day certain, and | 


that the report, &c., be printed. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, requested the | 


gentleman from Ohio (Mr. OLps] to withdraw so 


much of the motion as related to the postpone- 
ment of the subject, that he (Mr. B.) might ask 
for the reading of the report, and make one or 
two observations. 
he would be very brief. 

Mr. OLDS said: Mr. Speaker, before acceding 
to the request of the honorable gentleman from 
Mississippi, (Mr. Brown,] it is proper for me to 
say, that It was by the direcuion of the select com- 
mittee that | made the motion to postpone the 
consideration of the report of the committee until 
Monday next. 
honorahle gentleman to renew the motion, if I ac- 
cede to his request and withdraw it. 
proper for me to state, that under the impression 


He promised "the House that | 


1 feel myself bound to ask the || 


It is also |} 


that the motion to postpone would prevail, the | 


honorable gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Van 


Dyxe,}] who may be considered the friend of Mr. | 


Horner, being from the same State, has left the 
city, and will not return until about the time speci- 
fied. 

And whilst | am up, Mr. Speaker, I will take 


occasion to correct, at the req@est of the witness, || 
He authorizes || 


the statement of William Stewart. 


me to say, that he testified under a misapprehen- | 


sion of the question asked him. In his testimony 


he says, **thatit had been usual to keep one person | 


to assist Mr. Stewart in charge of the Hall and | 


Committee Rooms during the recess of Congress.”’ 
He says, he understood the question to be the ses- 
sion, and not the recess. 

At the request of the honorable gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] 1 ask leave to with- 
draw so much of my motion as refers to the 
postponement of the further consideration of the 
report until Monday next, 

So the motion to postpone was withdrawn. 

[A message in writing was received from the 


President of the United States, by the hands of 


Colonel! Buiss, his Private Secretary. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he desired 


to submit a very few remarks on the subject-mat- || 


ters embraced in the report; and before proceed- 
ing to do so, he asked that the report might be 
read, 

It was read accordingly. 

Mr. BROWN proceeded: It will be seen, Mr. 


port, have reversed the order of the charges, and 
have taken the last first. 

The House will recollect that [am no way re- 
sponsible for this report, though I moved the 
charges. I was, at my own instance, left off the 
committee, and {| have not attended its sittings, nor 
had anything to do in making up the report. Hav- 
ing seen it stated in several newspapers that the 
committee have fully acquitted the acting Door- 
keeper, | called for the reading of the report, that 
it nught be seen how far these statements were 
true. The House and the country can now judge 
for themselves. 

So far from an acquittal, it appears that every 
material charge has been fully sustained. The 
first in the series as stated in the report, but the 
last in the order of their introduction, the commit- 
tee think is not sustained. This was not a mate 
riel charge, and was added by me,as lawyers 
sometimes add in their assignment that the verdict 
was contrary to law and evidence. It was intend- 
ed to cover defects in the phraseology of the other 
charges. The committee think this general charge, 
that the “acting Doorkeeper had made false 
statements in regard to the manner of discharging 
his official duty,” has not been sustained by the 


rectness of that judgment. 

it seems that tue person charged was, according 
to the report, ** much.importuned in regard to ap- 
poin ments, and that he made implied promises 
which be could not fulfill,”’ and the committee ex- 





| 


i 
} 
i 
j 
| 


|| taken in coming to a different conclusion. 


Ferree ceegnaerarpeeesneiransatnntnnsetagheee AA 


| cuse it on the ground that the acting Doorkeeper || o’clock, or about that time. 


was a mere tenant at will and was greatly embar- 
raased, 
Congress asked questions of the Doorkeeper, it 
was his duty to answer truly; and I did not sup- 
pose that a tear of losing his place would justify a 
false answer; but if the committee and the House 


tions are justified by his tenancy at will and con- 
sequent danger of loss of place, os willing to let 
itpass. The charge, though an immaterial one, 
is fully proved. 


The second charge is of a graver character. | 


The first part of it is, that a page was dismissed 
without cause. This the committee think was not 


| sustained; and they proceed to say, that the evi- | 
dence showed that the boy was rude and inatten- | 


| tive, and that this justified his removal—and.so it 
| would, if the removal had been placed upon this 
| ground, but it was not. Horner, when asked why 
he removed the boy, stated that he was lhght-fin- 
gered, that he had taken property that did not be- 
long to him, and had been trying to sell or dispose 
of it. ‘This was a clear, distinct charge of theft. 


the question whether the boy was dismissed with- 
out cause. It was false. ‘The boy tesufies that 
he was dismissed on Friday. Charles Stewart, 
the assistant Doorkeeper, who has charge of the 
Hall, testifies that Horner told him on Friday that 
| he had dismissed the boy James Moore. Now, 


| when does Horner charge the theft to have been 


commitied? On the Tuesday following. Couldan 
offence committed on Tuesday have justified a re- 


assume with justice, | think, that the removal was 
| without cause, and that the committee were mis- 
But 
_ let this pass. 


A sull more material charge is, that he made a || 


| criminal accusation against the boy, calculated to 
| dishonor him and subject him to punishment if it 
was proved, . 
Gentemen make light of this matter. It speaks 
not well for their heads or h€arts that they do so. 
it is rue, this boy is poor and friendless. He is 
here in your service, and itis your duty to pro- 
tect and defend him. My heart does not sympa- 
_thize with the derisive smile that greets this inves- 
| tigation in certain quarters. ‘The fate of this poor, 
defenceless youth to-day may be the fate of others 
to-morrow. 
in danger, their friends can protect them; but is 


|, this boy—your servant—less worthy of your pro- 


tection and care than if he were the son of a na- 


|| bob? Let it be remembered, that while gentlemen 
Speaker, that the committee, as stated in their re- | 


smile and throw derision on this invesugauon, they 


plant thorns in the breast of a poor but worthy | 


family, and consign a boy lately in their service to 
infamy and disgrace. 


House for justice against a false, cruel, and mali- 
cious charge of one of its officers. It shall be seen 


tortures of a child. 
not in unison with such cruelty and wrong. 

Is the charge made by Horner against this boy 
true or false? The evidence 1s clear thatit is false. 
Not content with making the charge complained 
of, Horner pursues and persecutes the boy before 
the committee with another charge of the same 
kind. This, fortunately, the boy shows by in- 
contestible proof, was false and slanderous, as 
grossly so as any chorge could be. 

On what ground does Horner undertake to prove 
thatJames Moore had been guilty of the theft which 
he laid to his charge? On this, sir, and no other: 
that a Senate page had a conversation with litle 
Moore, in which Moore said he had three or four 
pairs of gloves, and asked if he wanted to buy 
them. And this boyish conversation is made the 
vasis of a criminal and disgraceful charge against a 


|| boy of some fourteen years, by the grey-haired 
evidence, but the House will judge as to the cor- || 


‘man who dishonors the place of Doorkeeper to 

| this House. 

| Fortunately, the boy wag again enabled to excul- 
pate himself from the foul slanders of his ven- 
erable persecuter. The Senate page testified that 

| Moore held the conversation alluded to at eleven 


1 had ‘supposed that when members of || 


lt was given as the reason for dismissing the boy, | 
to two members of the House, and to others. | 
| This was the cause assigned for dismissing the boy. | 
Was the charge true or false? for on this depends | 


movalon the preceding Friday? No one pretends | 
that 1t could; and as Horner justified the removal on | 
| this ground, and assigned no other reason for it, | | 


True, the rich and powerful are not | 


In the name of that boy I have appealed to this | 


whether great men can conunue to smile over the | 
Again, | say my heart beats | 
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The Sargeant-at. 
|| Arms and his assistant both testify that the ari. 
cles alleged to have been stolen were not taken 
until about 3 o’clock. The committee very just! 
conehude, that Moore could not have had property 
in his possession at 11 o’clock, which was not 
taken until 3o’cleck. It is clear that his conver. 
sation was the mere idle boast of a boy, This is 
| the sole evidence on which the charge rests, 
| The committe think, when these rumors came 
_ to Horner’s ears, his suspicions may justly have 
beep awakened. But were mere suspicions to be 
made the basis of a charge like this? Wasa boy 
to be dismissed from an honorable service and sent 
into the world with a name made infamous, on q 
mere suspicion? Was Horner to give a willine 
ear to lying rumor, and on its bare authority to 
blast forever the character and prospects of a boy 
placed by confiding parents under his care? | 
fear, sir, that the committee, in their anxiety to 
deal tenderly with the acting Doorkeeper, have 
not sufficiently considered the injury done to this 
boy. Horner’s relation to the pages on this floor 
| has been a delicate and sacred one; they are 
here under his charge, and if he forgets his du 
towards them and slanders them, the House holds 
the corrective in its own hands, and ought to re- 
buke his unfeeling conduct by his prompt dis- 
missal, 

I may be asked why I take an interest in this 
matter? The answer is a plain and easy one: | 
/saw a defenceless child oppressed by a gray- 
haired man, and pursuing the instincts of my 
nature, | took sides with the weak against the 
strong. Ifthe parties had been equally matched, 
| | would have abstained from all interference. They 
were not, and my feelings revolted at the oppre:- 
| sion which the strong was visiting on the weak. 
The last charge is fully sustained by the proof 
|| in every particular, and no one who looks at the 
| report can gainsay it. The proof is clear on every 
‘| point. I now charge, on the authority of the 
|| proof lying on your desk, that Robert E. Horner, 
|, the acting Doorkeeper of this House, did make a 


| false certificate, by which his brother drew his pay 
| as one of the messengers of this House, at the rate 
|| of twoand a half dollars per day, when his said 
| brother was notoriously absent from this city, in 
|| the State of Wisconsin, and then keeping a light- 
house, at a salary of three hundred and fifty dol- 
| lars per year, which was paid him from the national 
| treasury. He was thus absent for six months, 
| and Robert E. Horner knew the fact, and gave his 
consent to it. ‘To this, | aver, there in no parallel 
| case—it is without precedent in the history of the 
| Government. 
| __[ will not further trespass on the patience of the 
|| House by a discussion of this point. The proof 
|| is too clear to admit of asingle doubt. It now re- 
| mains to be seen whether the House is ready to 
endorse this kind of peculation on the Treasury. 
And by way of testing the sense of the House 
|, on that point, | give notice that I shall at the 
proper time offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Robert E. Horner, the acting Doorkeeper 


of the House of Representatives, be, and he is hereby, dis- 
missed. 


Mr. STANLY inquired if this resolution was 
in order ? 

The SPEAKER replied that the report of the 
committee was the first subject in order for this 
morning. The Chair did not understand the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi as moving the resolution 
at this time; he had merely given notice of his in- 
tention to do so. 

Mr. BURT suggested that the report of the 
committee should be printed before the debate pro- 
ceeded any further. 

Mr. OLDS remarked, that under the intimation 
of the honorable gentleman from Mississippi, that 
| the House would be called to an immediate action 
upon the report of the committee, he felt con- 
strained to make a few brief explanations. 

The committee regarded the charge, “that 
Horner had made false statements relative to te 
discharge of his official duties,”? as vague and in- 
definite. The witness presented to the committee 
to substantiate this charge, (an honorable gentle- 
man on this floor,) testified only as to some !m- 
plied promises relative to the appointment of cer- 
tain pages. The charge and testimony being both 
indefinite, induced the committee to exonerate 
Mr. Horner. 

From the concurrent testimony of nearly all the 
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witnesses, it appears that Mr. Horner had good 

cause for dismissing the page referred to in the | 
charges. Not in consequence of dishonesty, but i 
for being remiss and inattentive to duty, and quar- | 
relsome with the other pages. It is proper for || 
me to remark in this connection, however, that the | 
testimony of the other pages is to be taken with | 
some allowance, owing to strong prejudice exist- | 
ing among them against James Moore, the dis- | 
charged page. Itappears that James was more 


fortunate than the other pages in getting subscrip-"|| been produced. 


| 


tions for speeches, and the like, upon which the 
pages get a premium of some two cents the hun- 

ed. | 
oteie second branch of the charge—that of ma- | 
king a false charge against the boy, as the reason 
of his dismissal, &c.—is far more important, as 
involving the character of the page in question. If || 
the boy was actually discharged, as the testimony || 
pretty clearly shows that he was, prior to Mr. Cal- 
houn’s death, certainly this charge of being light- 
fingered, and of having taken five or six pairs of | 
cloves at Mr. Calhoun’s funeral, had nothing to 
do with his dismissal. If, however, the boy was 
not fully discharged, as Mr. Horner avers he was 
not, from the fact of his having offered hima situ- 
ation in the folding-room, and having told him, 
when meeting him at the gate, ** to come up to the 
House, and he would see what could be done for 
him,” it becomes important to inquire, into the | 
charge about the boy having taken gloves. Al- 
though the boy Queen testifies that James told him 
that he had four or five pairs of gloves, yet, from 
the testimony of the Sergeant-at Arms and his 
messenger, the committee were strongly impressed 
with the belief, that at the time of the conversation 
between James and young Queen, no gloves were | 
missing. 1 am free to say, for myself individu- 
ally, that I fully acquit the boy of the charge of 
having taken more than one pair of gloves, the 
same as the other pages. 

The charge concerning the certifying for his 
brother whilst absent from the city and holding a | 
Government eppointment, it appears to me, is 
fully sustained. How far the House wiil justify 
him, in consequence of others having done wrong 
also, is for the House to determine. The facts in | 
the case are fully and clearly stated in the report. 
Thomas C. Horner, upon the certificate of Robert 
E. Horner, drew his per diem compensation for 
services which should have been performed about | 
this Capitol, from the middle of May until the 
middle of November, and during the same time, 
or r.ther from the 8th day of June, during all the | 
time of his absence, he drew from the Treasury || 
of the United States his salary as light-house keep- 
er at Sheboygan. It is true, undoubtedly, that 
many instances have occurred where persons in 
the employment of the House have been absent 
for weeks and months, and yet have drawn their 
pay. Butthis, [ venture the opinion, is the only | 
instance in the history of our Government in 
which, for nearly six months together, a subordi- 
nate officer of this House has drawn, upon the cer- 
tificate of a congressional certifying officer, pay for |, 
laber performed by the day, whilst notoriously | 
absent, holding a Government appointment. 
_ That Mr. Horner has been sirict with all others | 
In his employment, whilst thus acting toward his | 
brother, is to my mind a poor justification, That 
ithad been usugl in the recesses of former Con- | 
gresses to turn the person holding the situation 
of Thomas C. Horner over to the folding room, 
under the corrected testimony of W. T. Stewart, 
hardly admits of adoubt. That Mr. Stewart him. 
self was fully competent to discharge the duties 
assigned him, without an assistant, is equally clear. 
Mr. Horner himself having used his fluence in | 
April to get his brother appointed general saperin- | 
tendent of light-houses, it is hardly supposable, | 
that he was ignorant of the fact, that his brother | 
actually did receive the appointment of keeper of 
the light-house at Shevoygan. Between Mr. 

orner and his brother, the matter is pretty adroitly | 
managed. During the recess of Congress Mr. 
Stewart alone could take care of this Hali and the 
Committee Rooms, and Mr. Thomas C. Horner 
could discharge the duty of light-house keeper at | 
Sheboygan. At the close of -navigation on the 
Lakes in November, he would no longer be needed 
In charge of the light-house, and he could then re- | 
turn to his duty as Doorkeeper’s messenger, and | 











| been managed through, to say the least, the con- 
nivance of Robert E. Horner, to let Thomas C. 
Horner draw double pay, from the 8th day of 
June unul the 28:h day of February. 


Mr. BROWN asked Mr. Oxps it there had been 


any testimony offered before the committee, show- 
ing that Congress had ever sanctioned the pay ment 
of the absentees referred to by Mr. Horner in his 
defence? 


Mr. OLDS replied that no such testimony had 
lt was, however, in evidence, 


| that this subject had been vefore the Commitee 

_ of Claims. 
all the claims for the subordinates for services ren- 
dered during the recess of Congress, and allowed 
them, charges were preferred against Mr. Horner 
befure that committee, 
an invesugation, charges of somewhat a similar 
character against the Cierk of the House were also 
before that committee. 
in a recommendation upon the part of the Coim- 
mittee of Claims, that hereafter no one should be 
paid, unless actually in discharge of the duties of 

| his appointment. 


After that committee had passed upon 


This case there received 


The investigation resulied 


Mr. McDONALD inquired of Mr. Oxps, if it 


had been in proof before the committee, that im 
any One instance any person had received pay for 
labor performed here by the day whilst absent 
holding a Government appointment? 


Mr. OLDS replied, that he had already stated, 


that so far as came to the knowledge of the 


| committee this case stood alone, and unprece- 
| dented. 


Mr. O. said that, in accordance with the instruc- 


| tion of the commuitiee, he renewed his mouvun to 
| postpone the further consideration of the report 
unul Monday next, and that the report and testi- 
mony be printed, 


Mr. HALL suggested to the gentleman from 


Ohio [Mr. Otps} w exclude from the motion to 
|| print so much of the evidence of Mr. Stewart as 
had been subsequently corrected. 

Some conversauon followed between Mr, OLDS | 
and Mr. HALL. . 


Mr. INGE demanded the previous question on 


the motion to print. 


The SPEAKER said, the Chair would state for 


the informauon of the House, that if the previous 
question should be seconded, it would cut off the 
h.oulon LO postpone, 
‘That being the case, I shall with- 

draw my mouon. 


Mr. INGE. 


So the demand for the previous question was 
withdrawn. 


The SPEAKER stated the question tu be on the 


| mouon to postpone, 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, desired to be in- 
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The question was taken and the vote stood— 
yeas 65; nays 114, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Ray, 





Bayly, ‘ oceck, Bowdon, Albert G. Browa, Burrows, Burt, 
E. Carrington Cabell, George A. Caldwell, Josepli P. Caid- 
well, Ciingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coles ck, Crowell, 
Deberry, Featherston, Gilmore, Green, Hilliard, Haralson, 
Harlan, isham G. Harris, 8. W. Uarris, Holliday, Holmes, 
Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Jabn- 
sou, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaut- 
man, La Sére, Marshall, Mason, McGaughey, MeMulien, 
McQueen, Me Wille, Meade, Miller, Mullson, Orr, Owen, 
Potier, Seddon, Shepperd, Richard H. Stanton, Aleaannder 
H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Thouas, Jacob Thompson, 
William Thomp-on, Toombs, Venable, Wailace, Watkins, 
Williama, and Woodward—65. 

NAY —Messrs. Albertxon, Alexander, Bennett, Rissell, 


| Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Brigys, Brooks, William J. 


| Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Daniel, Dickey, Dinnimick 


| Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Silvester 


| which he had 


Brown, Buel, Coes er Buller, Thomas Bo Butler, Joceph 
Cable Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Cavey, Chandler, Clarke, 


, 
Disney, buer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Nathan Evans, 
Fiteh, Fowler, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Gorman, Gou, Gouid, 
Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hanilton, Bimmond, Hianpten, 
Thomas L. Harris, Haynond, Heba d, Henry, Hibbard, 
Houston, Howe, Hunter, Will am T. Jackson, Jatin, Kerr, 
Daniel P King, George G. King, Jona A. King, Preston 
King, Leffler, Litth field, Horace Mann, Matteson, Me- 
Donald, MeKissock, McLanahan, Robert M. MeLane, 
Meachom, Morris, Newell, Oule, Otis, Otis, Outiow, Parker, 
Peaslee, Peck, Pieips, P. nix, Piiman, Patwam, Reed, 
Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, Robieeon, Reot, 
. syne 

ding, Stanly Stetson, Strong, Sweeter, Taylor, John B. 
Thompson, Tuck, Vinton, Walden, Watde, Wentworth, 
Wiite, Whittesey, Wildrick, Winthrop, and Wool —1le4, 


So the rules were not suspended and the resolu- 

tion was not received. 
CUBA. 

Mr. INGE again asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the followimeg resolution, 
before asked leave to submit and 
which had been objected to by the gentleman from 
Mississippi. If objection was made he should 
move a suspension of the rules, 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi 
cate to the House (as soon as practic cbie) all the nformation 


in possession Of the Government, “ rendering it most prob 
able thata military organization tas been »+ ton foot. witha 


| the United Srates, formidable both in numbers and from the 


formed by the Speaker, what the effect of the mo- | 


tion to postpone to Monday next would be. It 
that motion should be agreed to, would the report 
come up on Monday nextas a privileged question? 

‘The SPEAKER was understood wo answer in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. STRONG called for a division of the ques- 
tion, so that the question might be taken separately 
on the notion to print. 


| printing. 


And the question was taken, first,on the motion 
to postpone, and was decided in the affirmative, 
without a division, 

So the further consideration of the report was 
postponed unul Monday next. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The pending question now 


nying documents, 

Mr. INGE demanded the previous question. 

There was a second. And the main question 
was ordered to be now taken, 

And the quesuon was then taken and decided in 
the negative. 


He was opposed to the | 


| is on the moon to print the report and accompa. | 


So te House decided that the report and ac- ! 


| companying documents should not be printed. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


| Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked the unan- i 
| imous consent of the House to introduce a jomt 
resolution providing for the final adjournment of 


the two Houses of Congress on Monday, the loth 
day of July, at 12 o’clock meridian. 

Ovjections werd made. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended, for the purpose of enabling 


could remain here until the navigation was about | him to offer the resolution, Andon this motion Mr. 


‘o reopen on the Lakes. In this manner it has || S. asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered. | 


#2 


character of tho-e engaged in it, for the purpose of atta King 
the [-lhend of Cuba and revolutionizing the Government.” 

Resoire?, That he ge requested turther to inform this 
House what action he bas aken in his official character to 
prevent the landing of American volunteers upon the Island 
of Cuba, a d to deteat the efforts being made to redecm 
said [sland from the dominion of Spain. Aleo, whether he 
has “direeted orders to be issued for the vessels of the 
Home s uadron, a= alxo for the steamer Saranue and frivate 
Congress, to proceed forthwith to the bland of Cuba, forthe 
purpose of ascert Hong Whether any military foree organ. 
ized in the United States, was proceeding trom thence to 
Cuba for the purpose of invading that Isiand and revolution- 
izing the Government, With express inetfuctions, in the 
event of such bei g the case, to prevent the landing of any 
such force, or the carrying out of any such expedition or 
enterprise 5; and with further instructions, in the event of a 
landing having been effeeted, to prevent the landing of any 
reinfncement, Orof any arms or provisions und: tthe Amert- 
van flag, intended for such expedition or enterprise,”” 


Mr. TUCK objecting, 
Mr. INGE moved a suspension of the rules for 


the reception of the resolution. 


Mr. TUCK rose and said, he wished to inquire 
of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Ince] 
whether he would be willing to strike out m the 
resolution the word * redeem,” and insert in lieu 
thereof ** reannex.”’ 

No response was heard. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. HUUSTON sugvested to the gentleman 
from Alabama the propriety of moditying the 
resolution by inserting in tt, as Was usual In reso- 
lutions of inquiry, the words ‘if not inconsistent 
with the public interests.”” If the resolution 
were so modified, he should have no objection to 
its adoption. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and weminded the 
gentleman that no remarks were in order. 
~ Mr. TAYLOR inquired if it would be in order 
to call for the reading of the resolution? 

The SPEAKER repled that, having been 
twice read, it was not in order again except by 
unanimous consent. 

The question was then taken and decided in 
the nagative—yeas 92, ‘nays-72; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Albertson, Ander<on, Ashe, Bayly, Reale, 
Bi--ell, B cock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Bosd, Acbert G, 
Brown, Witham J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, G-arge 
| A. Caldwell, Cartier, Clingman, Wiilianeon BR. W. Cobt, 
Coleeck, Cole, Daniel, Dimumnek, Durham, Peatherstor, 
Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hall, Hamilion.Ham- 
| mond, Heratson, Harlan, Ishom G. Herris, Samp ow W. 
Harris, Thomas U. Harris, Hibbard, Hiihard, Holladay, 
Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, 


 —_ 


Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kauf- 
man, Preston King, La Sére, Leffier, Littlefield, Marshall, 
Mason, McDonald, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Mc- 
Mullen, McQueen, Me Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Mor- 
ris, Newell, Olds, Orr, Owen, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Puelps, 


Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Sawtelle, Seddon, |) 
Rieliard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Sweetser, || 
7illiam Thompson, ‘Toombs, || 


‘Thomas, Jacob aed 

Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Wentworth, 

Whituesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wood, and Woodward 
92 


Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler,Clarke, Conger, Conrad, 


| in the Territory of Oregon, for the extinguishment of their 
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|| claims to lands lying west of the Cascade mountains, and 


| for other purposes,’ be nade the special orderjof the day for || 


|| Tuesday, the 21st instant. | 


Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Duncan, Nathan | 
Evans, Fowler, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, | 
Hampton, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Hunter, Wil- | 
hain T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, | 
George G. King, John A. King, Horace Mann, Matteson, | 
ieGaughey, McKiasock, Meacham, Morton, Ogle, Otis, | 


Phanix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Root, 


Sackett, Schenck, Schooicratt, Shepperd, Silvester, Spal- | 
diug, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. 


Thompson, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, White, Wiison and |} 


Winthrop—72. 


So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative the || 


rules were not suspended, and the resolution was 
not received, 


NAVIGATION OF THE OHIO RIVER. 


| Military Affairs, to whom it had been referred on || for the consideration now of the motion to ress: 


| 


The resolution having been read, the question 
was taken and decided in the negative—two-thirds 
not voting therefor. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 


| lution was not received. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Bennett, || 
Breck, Briggs, Burrows, Chester Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, || 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 
Mr. BURT said, he desired the permission of | 
the House to report back frem the Committee on | 


a former day, the bill from the Senate providing | 


| for the protection of the frontiers. This was the | 


same bill (Mr. B. said) of which the House had | 


| heard something on a former day. 
Mr. VINTON objected. i| 


Mr. BURT moved that the rules of the House 


|| be suspended, to enable him to report the bill. 


The question was taken, and the Speaker said, | 
** the noes evidently have it.” 
Mr. BURT said, that it might be seen that he | 


|| had done his duty—he would ask the yeas and | 


Mr. VINTON desired to present the memorial | 


of Charles Ellet, jr., a gentleman who is favorably || 


and extensively known as a civil engineer, and || 
y , || by the Speaker, whether the report could not be | 


| presented in the regular call of the committees? || 
The SPEAKER said, that whenever the com- || 


the constructor of the wire suspension bridges 
over the Niagara and Ohio Rivers. He begged 


the indulgence of the House, in presenting this | 
memorial, to makea brief statement of its contents | 


and of the object it proposes to accomplish. 


The | 


memorial and essay which accompanies it on the | 


physical geography of the Mississippi Valley, | 
show that for a number of years past a series of || 
observations have been made by Mr. Eliet and | 
others, on the physical habits and character of the | 


Ohio River, with the view to ascertain in what 
way it may be rendered permanently navigable 
for steamvessels of ordinary draughtof water. The 


resultof these observations is given in these papers, || 
from which Mr. Ellet deduces the practicability of || 
rendering the Ohio, and all the other great rivers of | 
the country, permanently navigable, by an expend- | 
iture surprisingly small compared to the import- |) 


ance of the end, and entirely within the ability of 
either the General or State Governments. 


the internal trade of the country as has been 
effected by the agency of steam. 
to say the least of it, is a very imposing paper, and 
entitled to the serious consideration of the House 
and country. 

Mr. BURT rose to a question of order. 


The memorial, | 


If || 
the results which Mr. Ellet anticipates can be | 
realized at anything like the cost estimated by 


; : : || McMuilen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Morehead, 
him, it will work almost as great a revolution in | 


The SPEAKER intimated to Mr. Vinton that | 
he could only proceed in his remarks by unani- | 


mous consent. 
Mr. VINTON. Is not this petition day? 
The SPEAKER. This is petition day; but 


that order of business has not yet been called; nor | 
is the State of Ohio first in order when the States | 


are called fer petitions. 


Mr. VINTON moved that the rules of the | 


House be suspended to enable him to present the || 


petition, 
Mr. JONES called for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. 
make 
{Mr. Vinton.] 


sent the memorial ? 


THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to || 
an inquiry of the gentleman from Ohio, || 
Did the gentleman desire to | 
make a speech, or was his object merely to pre- || 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio | 


{Mr. Vinton] was interrupted in his remarks, 
and can only proceed by unanimous consent. 

Mr. VINTON said, that his object was to give 
a brief statement of the contents of the memorial, 
and to ask its reference to the Committee of 
Claims. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

The question, ‘Shall the rules be suspended 
was then taken and decided in the nagative—ayes 
86, noes 55. 

So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended, and the petition was 
not received. 

Mr. VINTON called for the regular order of 


the day. 


Mr. HALL moved that the rules of the House } batable ? 
be suspended, to enable him to offer the following || 


resolution, which was read for information: 


Resolved, That the senate bill No. 90, entitled “ An act au- 
thorizing the negotiation of treaties with the Indian tribes 


j 
j 
j 
i 
} 
| 
| 


aor |! 


i! 
| 


} 
i 
| 


| Daniel, Deberry, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Nathan Evans, 


| Henry, Hunter, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, Daniel 


| greeing amendments of the two Houses to the 
| census bill. 


| Nays. 1] 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered. lj 


Mr. PRESTON KING desired to be informed | 


mittees were called for reports, and the call should | 


reach the Committee on Military Affairs, the re- || 


port would of course be in order. 


Mr. P. KING. That is to say, in the morning 


| hour of every day except Monday? 


} 
Mr. VINTON suggested a similar inquiry. | 
The SPEAKER explained. | 
The question, ‘‘ Shall the rules be suspended ?”” | 
were then taken and decided in the negative—yeas | 
99, nays 60; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Anderson, Baker, Bay, | 
Bayly, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowie, Bowlin, |Brigys, Albert G, 


Brown, W. J: Brown, Burrows, Burt, Chester Butler, T. B. |) 
Butler, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Calvin, Cartter, || 


Casey, Clarke, Clingman, Corwin, Dimmick, Disney, 


Featherston, Fowler, Fuller, Gentry, Gilmore, Gorman, || 


Gould, Green, Grinnell, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, T. L. | 
Harris, Haymond, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holladay, Houston, | 
Howard, Howe, Inge, Jos. W. Jackson, Wm. T. Jackson, 


| J. L. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Kaufman, Kerr, J. A. King, 
La Sére, Leffler, Marshall, Mason, Robert M. McLane, || 


Morton, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, 


| Pitman, Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Sackett, Seddon, 


Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick 


| P. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, ‘Taylor, Jacob Thompson, John || 
| B. Thompson, Wm. Thoinpson, Toombs, Underhill, Wal- 
|| lace, Watkins, Whittlesey, Wilson, and Wood—89. 


NAYS—Messers. Albertson, Averett, Beale, Bennett, Bo- 
cock, Booth, Boyd, J. P. Caldwell, Chandler, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Crowell, 
Gerry, Gott, Hamilton, Hampton, Isham G. Harris, Hebard, | 


P. King, Preston King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Matteson, 


| McKissock, Morris, Newell, Outlaw, Putnam, Reed, Risley, || 
Root, Savage, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Richard H. Stanton, || 


Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Vinton, Waldo, Went- 
worth, White, Wildrick, Williams, and Woodward—60. 


So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended, and the report was not | 
received. 


THE CENSUS. 


Mr. MEADE asked leave to make a report from 
the joint committee of conference on the disa- | 


THE GALPHIN CLAIM. 
Mr. TOOMBS rose to a privileged question, and 


moved to reconsider the vote by which the House | 


had appointed the fourth Tuesday in June for the | 


consideration of the report of the select commit- 
tee on the @alphin claim. He did not wish to 


| the joint committee of conference upon the 


|, subject which he professes to hav 


y <u. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle. 
man from Georgia will be entered upon the Jour. 
| nal, subject to be called up at any time, The 
| House may not be aware of the characier of the 
| report which the gentleman from Virginia (Mr 
| Meape] proposes to make. It is the report of 
| sus bill, and it is desirable that it should be eck 
| on immediately. 
| Mr. TOOMBS. I have no objection that that 
| report be first considered. 
| Mr. PRESTON KING was understood to call 
sider, if the gentleman from Georgia, made that 
| motion. 
| The question, therefore, being first on the mo. 
| tion of Mr. Toomss to reconsider the vote by 
| which the House had appointed as a special order 
| for the fourth Tuesday in June, and order printed 

= report of the select committee on the Galphin 
claim— 

Mr. TOOMBS said, that he did not intend at 
this time to argue the principles of law involved in 
the questions submitted to the committee; that he 
| thought it due to the House and the country that 
the reports and the evidence taken by the commit- 
tee should Be printed before that argument wag 
| had; then he should be prepared to maintain that 
| the claim was just, and ought to have been paid 
_by the United States, and that the interest was 
| legally and properly allowed. His present pur- 
| pose was chiefly to reply to the remarks of the 
| member from New York, (Mr. Brooks,] and es- 
pecially to that portion of his remarks which 

sought to reflect upon the Secretary of War. After 
thatgentleman had addressed the House on Friday, 
| he gave notice to him personally and to the House, 


that he should avail himself of the earliest oppor- 
tunity of replying to him; and Mr. T. regretted, 
after this notice, to see a statement in the Intel- 


'| lizencer this morning from him, correcting a report 


| of his remarks in the Union, and announcing that 
he, having accomplished his objects, would not re- 
| port his speech. I did not hear the whole of the 
member’s speech, and I therefore prepared to have 
an authoritative version of it before L replied to it; 
as it seems we are not to have that, I shall pro- 
ceed with a brief history of the case, and such 
| comments as | oor ae to make upon his card of 
| this morning. The elaborate investigation which 
| that gentleman professes to have given the case 
| has elicited no new fact, it has not shaken the 
solid foundations of equity and justice upon 
| which the claim rests. He has discovered some 
imputations in a mass of papers which he has ex- 
amined, upon the patriotism and fidelity to his 
| country in the war of the Revolution of George 
Galphin, who sunk in his grave in the midst of 
| that struggle. And although he admits that the evi- 
| dence satisfies even himself that the imputation 
was false and unfounded, and that Galphin wasa 
| true whig and a patriot, yet he was unwilling to 
| forego the supposed benefit which such an impt- 
tation, however false, would give to his position. 
His malignity, like the ferocity of the hyena, 
feeds upon the dead as well as the living, and in- 
vades the sanctity of the grave of a revolutionary 
patriot, to gather up aspersions which he admits to 
be unfounded, in order to assail the reputation of 
the living. If he has given the investigation to the 
one, he found 
that no humble man’s fidelity to his country in that 
struggle, was better vouched “for than that of 
George Galphin. Among the papers he would 
have found testimony of George Walton, one of 
' the ‘signers of the Declaration of Independence; 
| of Judge Stephens, who was attorney of the State 
during the Revolution, and who was subsequently 








interrupt the action of the House upon the census 
bill; he was willing that the motion to reconsider 
be entered upon the Journal, and called up when 
it suited the convenience of the House. When 


made district judge of the State of Georgia, (I be- 
lieve, b Guistal Washington;) of Mr. Habber- 
sham, the Postmaster General of General Wash- 





it came up, he desired, for particular reasons, to 
submit some remarks. 
ceed now, if it was the pleasure of the House. 
The SPEAKER. The motion to fix a certain 
day for the special order, if debatable at all, is de- 
batable only within very narrow limits. 
Mr. TOOMBS. Is not the motion to print de- 


The SPEAKER. 


Mr. TOOMBS. 1 move also to reconsider the 


|| vote by which the printing was ordered. 


He was prepared to pro- ; 


| 
It was upon the motion to | 
| print that the debate proceeded on Friday. 


numerous other patriotic men of those times. He 
would also have found the name of George Gal- 
phin ina bill of attainder passed by the Royal 
| Colonial Legislature, at Savannah, while the Brit- 
ish were in possession of that city. His patriot- 
‘ism and fidelity to his country are amply estab- 
| lished, both by the testimony of his comrades in 
| the struggle, and by the recorded vengeance of the 
| public enemy. 
The integrity and justice of the claim is as unas 
sailable as the patriotism of the claimant. None 0 
the reports or arguments submitted; none of the 


ee 
fa 


| ington; of the American General Howe; beside 
| 








